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Right Relations Book Club visits Blue Quills University
Photographs and story by Alex Oliver
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On September 26th, thirteen members of the
Right Relations Book Club visited Blue Quills

University near St Paul, Alberta.
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Right Relations Book Club in front of
Blue Quills University.

The original residential school was under
construction in 1857 at Lac La
Biche and it opened for pupils in 1863. Over
the next many decades the location of the
school changed; and finally the current
building ran as a residential school from
1930 to 1970.
The Indian Act was adjusted in 1920 to
make attendance mandatory for aboriginal
children between the ages of seven and fifteen.
Indian agents or the RCMP took the children
from their families and brought them to the
residential schools.
Since 1971, Blue Quills, an accredited
university, has been a locally controlled
Indigenous education center serving the
academic and training needs of people of
all cultures, encouraging everyone to experience studying in a unique sociocultural and academic environment. There
are currently 250 students attending Blue
Quills University.
Kathy Parker, a Bachelor of Indigenous Social Work student, and Palma Quinney, Early Childhood and Child Care teacher, welcomed the Book Club in what was the girls’
common area in the former residential
school.
As Dave Edwards put it, “We were warmly

welcomed to the university, and as always, I
found myself moved by the hospitality, quiet
friendliness, and open sharing that seems to
flow from Indigenous people.”
Palma is a residential school survivor. She
attended Blue Quills from 1964 to 1970. She
was forcibly removed from her home and
severely punished for speaking her own language. She remembers that the food was very
poor and the children would sneak into the
kitchen during the night to find food.
Kathy Stables, a member of the Book Club
noted, “While I felt honored to be a member
of her audience, it was nevertheless a humbling experience to listen to Palma describe
her residential school internment. It speaks to
her great courage and resiliency that she is
now a teacher in the very building where the
Canadian government tried (and failed) to
break her spirit.”
Blue Quills students were treated similarly to
the other aboriginal students in the 130
residential
schools across
Canada. Palma
added that all
students had to
have their hair
cut; were deloused; wore the
same clothes;
remain silent;
were subjected to
physical and
sexual abuse and
Palma Quinney shows her
disease; and
class picture from 1967
forced to wear
soiled clothing on
their heads or soiled bed sheets on their bodies
as punishment for wetting the bed.
In Palma’s first year at Blue Quills she was
known as and called by the name “Number
19”.
Ellen Parker, another attendee, added, “She
(Palma) first entered those doors as a residential school student and now she has the
tenacity and resilience to return through
those doors as a teacher of Early Childhood
Eduction.
(continued on Page 3)
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Separate Beds, a history of Indian Hospitals in Canada 1920 – 1980
Review by Dave Edwards
Separate Beds by Maureen K. Lux is a well-researched
history of the health care provided by Canada for Indigenous
peoples in the mid-part of the twentieth century. The recurrent
theme is the Indian Health Care Service's determination to
reduce costs and if possible to get out of the health care
business altogether.
It was only Treaty Six that included any provision for health
care for Indigenous people, and Indian Health Care never
acknowledged that it was a Treaty obligation. They insisted
that it was an act of generosity and spent a lot of effort trying,
unsuccessfully, to download Aboriginal health care onto the
provinces.
The two cardinal principles, of Indian Health Care, at least
on paper, were: (1) to give patients the best hospital care,
and (2) to train Aboriginal health care providers, including
doctors and nurses. Neither of these were put into practice.
Nursing shortages in the 1950's were most acute in the Indian
hospitals because of low wages, long hours, and isolated
locations. Immigrant doctors waiting for acceptance into the
Canadian Medical Association were routinely employed and
paid as orderlies and ward aides.
It is true that many Indigenous people were employed in the
hospitals, but only in the least-skilled and lowest paid jobs.
They did, however, provide invaluable help as translators

and as friendly faces for patients.
The main reason for the continued existence of separate
facilities for Indigenous patients was that most other
Canadians did not want them in the hospitals that they
used. When tuberculosis was rampant, the government
was pressured to build more Aboriginal hospitals to
keep the native people isolated. The Indian Act was
amended to provide for compulsory hospitalization and
treatment for communicable diseases. Many patients
were forcibly restrained and their consent to treatment
was often taken for granted.
The isolation of patients and long hospital stays, especially
for tuberculosis, meant separation from families, community, and traditional healing practices, and for some children
resulted in loss of language and the severing of all ties to
their families.
The 1979 Indian Health Policy pledges to preserve the
federal government's special relationship with First
Nations people, but there are still significant disparities
in health status between Indigenous people and others.
There is now some effort to replace the direct provision
of health care with financial transfers to First Nations
so that they can provide some aspects of health care.

Camrose UCW contributes to projects
Story by Jan Edwards and Alex Oliver; photos by Alex Oliver
Camrose United Church Women (UCW) have adopted two
local projects to support with their Fall Thank-Offering.
The first is the Camrose Public Library’s Snacks in the
Stacks program.
Camrose Public Library director, Deb Cryderman commented, “Snacks in the Stacks came to be when Nicole
Bannick, the Children’s programmer, realized that children
who were not attending her programs (where a small snack
was served) were popping in for a snack then returning to
whatever else they were doing. Between that and the displays of “hanger” (hungry-anger), we realized that children
were arriving at the library (for their “free out-of-schoolcare”) hungry. The obvious
solution was to feed them.”
Between thirty and forty children
come to the library after school
each day, and many of them
have not had lunch or a snack.
The library offers free snacks
between 3:30 and 4:30 on school
days.
Nicole Bannick added,
Jennae Matzner, volun"Snacks in the Stacks is not
only providing healthy snacks teer Augustana student,
to hungry kids; it's helping them Deb Cryderman, and
be academically successful, with Nicole Bannick discuss
the energy and interest to expand the Snacks in the Stacks
program with UCW
on their learning in our library
member, Bonnie Oliver.
stacks. Hanger is a thing and
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helping prevent hunger related anger is helping them
connect with each other, develop better social problem
solving skills, and they'll grow up knowing that they live
in a community that cares about them."
The second UCW project is St Dunstan’s Church situated on the Camrose museum grounds.
This church was opened in
1908 as Holy Angels and All
Saints Anglican Church
north of Bittern Lake. It was
moved to Bittern Lake and
renamed St Dunstan’s. It was
closed in 1966 and the Anglican Diocese offered it to
the newly formed Camrose
and District Museum and it St Dunstan’s Church on
was moved to its present
the Camrose and District
location.
Museum grounds.
The museum did not have
the funds to move it; but in 1974, Ambrose Ladell who
had been five when his father built the church, celebrated his 50th wedding anniversary and asked his friends
and family to contribute to a fund to move the building
into Camrose.
The church is in need of major repairs and the UCW is
assisting with those costs.
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Annual Lessons and
Carols Services
Sunday, December 3rd,
4:00 pm & 7:00 pm
at
Camrose United Church

Featuring
EmBellish Handbells,
Camrose and Area
Children’s Choirs,
and Camrose Camerata

Continued……Blue Quills University
What incredible heart and strength
and compassion! This gives me hope
and enthusiasm to walk the road to
reconciliation with her, giving
honour and gratitude to her leadership."
The Book Club members ate a hearty
lunch prepared by the food study students and toured the building. Several
parts of the building are the same as
when it was a residential school; but
most of the building has been renovated to accommodate the university
classes.
Palma Quinney’s # 19 cup holder and
towel hook in the girls’ old, now unused
Duncan Campbell Scott, the federal
washroom.
Deputy Minister of Indian Affairs
from 1913 to 1932, was focused on the
day when “There is not a single Indian in Canada who has not been absorbed
into the body politic.”
Blue Quills has proven him wrong.

Come join Sacred Pause
by Ruth Ford
At a visioning session in February 2015 one of the future goals identified was
to develop some kind of regular practice at Camrose United that would nurture
spiritual growth. An informal lay-led evensong format was suggested. A small
group committee consisting of Doris Hirsch, Ruth Ford, Pat Stetar and Doreen
Walline did some searching and found that a lay group at Ralph Connor United in Canmore have organized a weekly Evensong time for the past 14 years!
We were able to tap into their experience and resources as well as use their
program format which was a great help. In October, 2016 we took a leap of
faith; Sacred Pause was launched - a short contemplative lay-led service of
readings, silence, and songs held at the front of our candlelit sanctuary.
Readings, ranging from poems by Mary Oliver to those of Leonard Cohen or
excerpts from books by authors such as Richard Wagamese or Naomi Ruebens
are selected to complement the lectionary reading themes used in the Sunday
services . Many individuals have stepped forward to find and read suitable
works ( Kyla Sawden, Margery Gaede, Chris Rebus, Melanie Weaver, Laurie
Moffit Barr, Penny Sawchyn, Doreen Walline, Doris Hirsch, Pat Stetar…….)
and we invite anyone interested in doing so to please come forward.
In her book Inviting Silence, Gunilla Norris writes, “ The experience of silence is now so rare that we must cultivate and treasure it. This is especially
true for shared silence. Sharing silence with others is a profound act of trust,
love and courtesy. It is a mutual gift, a necessity, a helping hand, a path and a
discipline.”
In our case 8-14 participants (some from our congregation and some from the
wider community) gather on the third Monday of the month ( Sept- May) to
sing, read, listen, and sit together in silence. This is not a class but a contemplative group practice meant to nurture
spiritual growth.
Individuals come whenever they can but
the contemplative time occurs regularly
every month. It begins with quiet taped
music at 7 pm with the program at 7:15.
We hope you will join us!
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Annual Christmas
Tea, Craft &
Bake Sale
Saturday,
November 18th
2:00 to 4:00 pm
at
Camrose United Church
Come and join us for a great
afternoon of fellowship, great
baking and crafts

Building a Meditative Garden
Story and photographs by Joy-Anne Murphy

Brian and Dave going
over the plan

Eric Elliott donated skid
steer time.

Many Camrose United Church members will already have seen the
results of our work bee on the Meditative Garden early in the summer
of 2017.
After much planning and discussion over the past year or more, our
garden-planning friend Rod McDonald once again gave us insights and
prepared some concrete plans to create an ecumenical meditative
space. We had lots of fun deciding on what types of rock to use to
represent the different concepts, and measuring and clearing around
our beloved weeping birch. Helpers varied from work bee to work bee
(there were basically five!) but included friends of the church, members of the Property, Garden and Social concerns committees as well as
Council. Our sincere thanks to those dedicated volunteers who helped
make this beautiful space a reality.
The heart in the centre is meant to represent the love of the Christian
church, and next summer that space will be filled with healing native
plants, an acknowledgement of our first nations members, friends and
neighbours. The circle encloses a yin-yang symbol, central to the practice
of Buddhism, a faith that also has connections to Camrose United
through members, friends and family.
We were fortunate this year to benefit from a program offered by
Augustana Faculty, through which we had a Community Service
Learning student help us research the best plants for our location and
concept.
Our stages of creation were
1) clearing the area of sod (thanks to Eric Elliot for the donation of skid
steer time that day!) and bringing in the three large rocks. The large

Attempting to install
weeping tile.

“That’s how it’s done!”

rocks were donated by Esther and Larry McDonald.

Sean Nelson digs this
garden.

Brian and Sean placing
three large rocks.

2) laying landscaping fabric down along with weeping tile for drainage
from the church roofs and bringing in/spreading road crush for a base
layer, laying black lava rock and beige pea gravel for the yin-yang
portion,
3) finishing the beginning section of path and filling in the heart, cutting
back the weeping tile pipe (which we decided was too long)
4) planting the ferns and hostas donated by Marian Girvan
5) setting the benches in place, donated by Evelyn Nelson.
What’s left to do?
We will be choosing plants this winter, ordering or growing from seed
those we decide to place in our central heart area. Pots are already
purchased and waiting for us in our basement storage.
We hope to set a memorial plaque system in place sometime next year.
We envision this as being a larger monument-type stone plaque, likely
mounted to the church wall, on which the names of loved ones can be
inscribed. More information about memorial donations and what
they would cover (for instance, the cost of engraving plus an amount to
sustain our Legacy Fund) as a way to sustain this memorial into the
future will be forthcoming!
If you have questions or comments, please contact Social Concerns
Committee chair Joy-Anne Murphy.

Jack Kamphorst levels
the area.

Our heart is in the right
place.

Marian, Joy-Anne, and Brian
are pleased with the result.
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Contact Us:
Phone: 780-672-2176
Fax: 780-672-9189
Email: camroseunited@yahoo.ca
Website: www.camroseunited.ca

Our Address:
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Camrose, Alberta T4V 1P6

