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Church desperately needs new roof
Story by Murray Green
The Camrose United Church(CUC) needs your
help in putting a new roof on the historic
building.
The Property Committee have unanimously
recommended that the trustees secure a
loan/mortgage to proceed with replacement
of the remaining flat roof. Command
Roofing have quoted this replacement at
$85,000 plus tax (includes the area over the
main entrance). This work is slated to start at
the end of this year (December 2018). The
cost is about $11 per square foot.
Maybe you value the sanctuary, delight in
the music, benefit from the many community
groups within the church, or simply
appreciate the history, and memory of
family weddings, funerals or baptisms
and confirmations.
If you have a soft spot for restoring and
refurbishing old buildings in need, then
share the value in God's messages so that it

may continue. The CUC welcomes any
donation you can give.
In July and August two minor leaks were
detected on the old roof where the
membrane had split. These were repaired. A
further minor leak occurred in September
over the stage area. The area to be replaced is
about 7, 500 square feet (main roof) and 600
square feet on the area over the main
entrance.
The roof age is over 50 years, so repairs
can't be delayed much longer.
If you can help in any way, leave a donation at the church on weekday mornings,
make an extra donation on Sunday, or
ask how you can make a difference in
restoring the United Church roof.
You can mail a cheque donation to: Camrose
United Church, 4829-50 Street, Camrose, AB,
T4V 1P6 or online "bar scan code."
How many square feet can you buy?

A united future: exploring our riches and resources
By Joy-Anne Murphy
The Camrose United Church Stewardship Task Group has begun a fundraising campaign for
the ongoing operational costs of our beautiful and vibrant church, both to address a shortterm fundraising goal; but also to create and sustain our long-term health as a congregation
and member of the community.
As part of our fundraising drive this year, we are looking at three things:
1) Sharing the great news of who and what we are as a church, both within our congregation
and in the wider community;
2) Energizing our members and adherents to continue or even increase their financial
support and initiate new or revitalized ways of offering our support to and through Camrose
United Church;
3) Communicating more with user groups about shared goals and mutual support.
What does this campaign look like?
We’re sending out letters to inform our members, adherents and user groups of what's
going on. We are also looking for feedback about why our church home is special or important
to you or your group.
Want to share your experience with us? Have an idea for community-building or fundraising
(or both together)? Let us know! We’re on Facebook, our website address is camroseunited.ca,
you can email us at camroseunited@yahoo.ca, or you can call the church office at 780-672-2176.
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UCW annual fall pie event brings in $1945.00
By Jean Martens; photo by Alex Oliver
We have just celebrated our 9th annual fall pie event. It
was another successful day.
Thanks to everyone who donated the 113 pies of 23
varieties. There was something there for everyone.
Our special thank-you goes to all who helped, donated
pies and everyone who came out to enjoy pie and coffee.
Please mark November 17th in your calendars, the
planned date for our Christmas Tea, Craft and Bake Sale;
another very successful event.
Again without all the support we received, we would not
have had the success we enjoyed.

UCW Ladies line up prior to serving pies.

Thank you again from the ladies of the UCW.

Elsie Snider celebrates milestone with friends
Story and photo by Murray Green
Deer Meadows in Camrose had a birthday party for three of
its residents. It wasn't just a regular party; it was a
celebration of the lives of three people, who were all more
than 100 years old.
Alice Sandahl turned 102 on March 13th, Allan Bowie reached
102 on August 7th, and the youngster of the group Elsie Snider
will turn 102 next February 13th.
Cake and ice cream was served and a little skit put on by other
residents entertained everyone.
Elsie is a long time United Church member. "I was born in
Gillespie, Saskatchewan, lived in Portage la Prairie and Burnaby,
BC and then moved to Alberta three years ago. I like
Camrose, but I've liked every place that I have lived," said
Elsie who transferred her membership from Burnaby to
Camrose. "The people are great. I feel right at home and
people like Doris Hirsch invite me out to things. Penny
Sawchyn, Eileen and Brian Hunter have always been friends
to me."
She finds people are friendly and open in Camrose United
Church and Elsie tries to attend church every Sunday. She
often catches a ride with her daughter Judith O'Shaughnessy.
"She is my ride, so I go as long as she picks me up."
Elsie is an honourary life member of the UCW. "I've have
been involved in the Ladies Auxiliary (the name before it was
called United Church Women) for many years. It was a way of
getting to know people and helping out at church. It was a
way of fundraising for what the church needed at the time,"
explained Elsie.
"I have always helped out on whatever committees they
wanted me to be on. I can't get as involved as much here
because I can't walk as far anymore. Most of my friends are
here at Deer Meadows because I live here and spend most of
my time here now."
She started being active in the church about the time of
confirmation, about at the age of 15 or 16.
"Now that she has retired from curling and golfing, Elsie plays
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a lot of bridge and other card games. "I've tried to do everything
that I could over the years."
She recalled the changes they have seen over the last century.
People are not isolated as much today. "I can get out and be with
my children and grandchildren when I want. Back then it was a
journey just to go to
town. Now, for the better,
you can drive anywhere
and be with people," said
Elsie. "Being able to see
the grandchildren is
special.
""I remember the rations
and the hardships. The
war was a shocking thing
to me. Friends and
relatives went to war Elsie Snider, 101, (left) celebrated
and some died. That was her birthday with her 102-year-old
a major event back then,"
friends Alice Sandahl and Allan
added Elsie.

Bowie.

Mark Your Calendars
Christmas Tea, Craft,
& Bake Sale
November 17th
2 pm to 4 pm
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Book club enthralled by Samson Cree Powwow
Story by Alex Oliver

On August 12th, nine people from the Camrose United
Church Right Relations Book Club attended the Samson
Cree Powwow.
Powwows are the Indigenous way of gathering together.
They join in dancing, dancing competitions, and singing,
visiting, renewing old friendships, and making new
ones. This is a time to renew their culture and to preserve their rich heritage.
The multicoloured Grand Entry of over 800 participants
led by Eagle Staffs entered the dance area through the
Dance Arbour. The book club had the honour to sit by the
entrance and to be cared for by our hostess, Renee
Buffalo.
Dave Edwards observed, “What impressed me most was
the beauty and variety of the regalia worn by each person. Children, youth, and adults all displayed the results of
many hours of work and great imagination and creativity.”
The participants kept to the beat of the Powwow drums.
The drumming is the essence of the pulse of nature; and
it’s especially important because it is the continuation of
the beat of the mother’s heart which is the first sounds a
baby hears inside its mother.
Brian Nelson noted, “The words of the announcer
emphasizing that the spirituality and the healing were
more important than the dancing really moved me.”
Powwow singers and drummers are very important
figures in the Indigenous Powwows. Without them there
would be no dancing. The songs are of many varieties,
from religious, to war, to social.

“It was thrilling,” said Carol Breitkreutz, “to have the
chance to dance during the Intertribal sections of the
program. It made me realize that this earth is inhabited
by a multitude of tribes; and this dance was an exhilarating celebration of this harmonious mixture of tribes.”
John Helps reiterated the same sentiment, “This was the
first time that I was there to witness the Grand Entry at a
Powwow. Between the drumming, the smell of sweetgrass in the air, the varieties of traditional dancing and
the regalia this was a special afternoon I won’t forget.”
And what does one do when confronted by a cultural act
and you are not sure how to react? Alan Richards had
such an experience. Keep in mind that a gift of traditional
tobacco is a sign of respect and may be offered when
asking for help, guidance, friendship, or protection.
Alan recounted, “The dancing and drumming seemed to
echo of a community’s heartbeat and culture. One
particular Indigenous gentleman had received a package
of cigarettes and in the Indigenous tradition of hospitality
- he gave me one. I accepted but what to do with it? He
reached over and lit it; and so, as we listened to the singing,
we talked about what being at a Powwow meant to each
of us – Cree and white, both beneficiaries of Treaty 6.”

Coronation Presbytery supports
Camrose refugee initiative
Submitted by Ina Nielsen, Social Concerns Committee
With much gratitude, a cheque for $5000 was received
by the Camrose Refugee Committee from the Coronation Presbytery! The request was made to Presbytery by
the Social Concerns Committee in the spring. Michael Mucz
and Allen Ford of Camrose United represent the church on
the local refugee committee assisting in co-ordination
of local support offered to refugees. The Refugee Centre is
located at Messiah Lutheran church and co-ordinated by
Yvonne Myerhaug.
We are grateful for this donation which will aid in covering
expenses for the new families as they begin their new lives
in Camrose. This donation comes as one of the last acts
of business of the now discontinued Coronation
Presbytery.
Our commitment to social justice is celebrated by this
generous donation.
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L-R: Alex Oliver, Carol Breitkreutz, Bonnie Oliver,
John Helps, Renee Buffalo, David Edwards,
Alan Richards, Brian Nelson, Sandra Nordstrom,
and Margaret Wallace.

DID YOU KNOW………
That the Mission of Camrose United Church is
“Together, we celebrate Gods love” and our Vision
is “To become a safe community where no one
feels alone and everyone feels at home.”
You can contribute to our Mission and Vision
through online contributions.
For more information check out our
website: www.camroseunited.ca
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John Helps Camrose United Church
Story and photo by Murray Green
Camrose United Church added diaconal minister John
Helps to the ministerial team this summer as he completes
his studies.
He joined Reverend Liz Carter-Morgan on staff to assist in
leading the church in worship and pastoral care.
"I'm at the tail end of my studies. I was asked to assist in
pastoral care and Christian Education with Bible studies,"
said John. "My appointment to Camrose United Church
doesn't have anything to do with my studies. My practical
training is finished; I'm just finishing some course work."
John is originally from Edmonton. He completed his last
practicum in Osoyoos, BC and was asked to stay on after,
prior to answering the call to move to Camrose.
"If I had to trace it back, I originally went to school for
criminal justice. I worked for little over a year as a private
investigator. As I was understanding that world, I realized
I wasn't fulfilled in what I was doing. I wanted to work
with people. I started to dabble in community work with
agencies, enjoyed it and did that for the next few years,"
explained John.
"I got to a point where I was feeling an itch in the back of
my head to let more spirit into what I was doing. I wanted
to feel more like I was contributing to the betterment of
the world. I was, but something was not there. I then
considered ministry. I wasn't even going to church at the
time, so I went, talked with the minister and all I met was
encouragement."
He enrolled in the Centre for Christian Studies in
Winnipeg, Manitoba to receive training to be a
diaconal minister. Diaconal is broken down into
three foundational areas: social justice, education and
worship, and spiritual care.
"I could have stayed in BC, but I missed my friends and
missed my home area where I grew up. I found myself
wanting to be closer to Edmonton," shared John.
"Somebody from Camrose United Church, who had been
vacationing there, told me there was an opening in
Camrose. I couldn't get it out of my head. I couldn't stop
thinking about Camrose, so I talked to Liz here. It felt
good and things moved very quickly then. I felt called."

He was excited to move to Camrose and arrive with a
clean slate, not knowing the concerns from the
congregation. "I notice in the United Church there is
some despair at where we are, as opposed to where we
have been. I don't carry any of that with me because I
wasn't involved. I see a congregation with a lot of potential.
Let go of what we don't have anymore. At the end of the
day we have a building, we have property, we have people
driven by values and morals, which is more powerful
than driven by a pay cheque. We have a decent size
congregation here. I know they are not where they like
to be financially, but they are
better off than a lot of places.
Let's look at what we have. We
have education, social justice,
healing, support and all of those
things are rooted into the
church."
John said the congregation is
strong and things will work out
over time.
"Working on a ministerial team
John Helps joins the
is something that drew me
Ministry Team.
here. It is a new experience
and was attractive. I know it
doesn't happen a lot, so it was an experience I wanted to
have. I wanted to try something different."
John not only wants to help Camrose residents and
congregation members, but also keeps in mind world
mission work.
"If we are not doing something for the betterment of
creation, then we lose the purpose. There is value in
being in the community. I would challenge any
congregation to stretch themselves to help everyone
otherwise we become a clubhouse that eventually gets
smaller and smaller. That is not what we are called to
do."
John compared the church to a fruit tree. "We need
pruning, but we still need to decide what shape we
should be. The church I came from was a senior oriented
place. It is the same here. We have to think and inspire
what we have and I see a lot of value here."

Scripture
Reflections

Sacred Pause

Meet with John Helps
Tuesday evenings
7:00 pm
in the Lower Parlour
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“A short lay-led contemplative service of silence,
short readings and song”

3rd Monday of the month in the
Sanctuary at 7:00pm
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Chevi Rabbitt speaks to book club
Picture and story by Alex Oliver
In April, Chevi had just completed the 2018 Spring
Edmonton Woman’s Show demonstrating the latest
make-up trends and bridal looks for Spring/Summer
2018.
Although Chevi works in fashion, she also is an advocate
for the oppressed. This fall she continued to hold her
Hate to Hope rally in front of the Alberta Legislature.
Hate to Hope raises awareness of hate crimes and
discrimination.
Chevi became the founder and organizer of the Hate to
Hope movement after she was assaulted on campus in
2012.
“I realized that the assault was not my fault; but it was
the ignorance of others,” said Chevi. “I wanted to turn
something negative into something positive.”
Chevi is two-spirited. The North American Indigenous
Peoples refer to this as someone who embodies both a
masculine and feminine spirit.
“Often these people were highly revered and became
shamans in their communities because they had the
ability to see the world through the lens of male and
of female.” Chevi added.
Nonetheless, Chevi pointed out that two-spirited
Indigenous Peoples were often first to be killed by white
settlers in Canada. As well, colonization, Christian
missions, cultural assimilation, and residential
schools silenced the two-spirit tradition in some

Indigenous communities.
As a result the accounts of two-spirited people became
rarer and rarer as the 19^th Century wore on. However,
in 1994 the term came to the forefront again as new
research showed how significant they were. Today,
because of education, two-spirited people have become
an accepted part of the Indigenous community again.
In fact, Chevi became the first two-spirited person to
dance at the Samson Cree Powwow this year.
The Hate to Hope has evolved to not only raise awareness
of hate crimes and discrimination; but also to raise
moneys for nonprofit organizations.

On May 22 Chevi Rabbitt spoke candidly to 23 people
at the Right Relations Book Club meeting.

Financial update to October 31st
Provided by Council
To October 31, 2018 our operational income excluding Mission and Service givings and roof fund donations
were $278,100 compared to a year-to-date budget of $ 273,460.
Our operating expenses again excluding Mission and Service and roof expenditures were $259,500
compared to a year-to-date budget of $278,100.
Mission and Service givings to October 31, 2018 were $34,813 compared to a year-to-date target of $41,666.
A highly energetic stewardship task group has been formed to help create and maintain an exciting
new ongoing stewardship program to sustain the long term viability of Camrose United
Church. Watch for innovative and creative opportunities to help serve and sustain
your church as this new stewardship program evolves. You may expect to here from
them shortly.
Also check out the article on our roof-fund drive, on page 1.
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Friends,
At the Spirit of the Land conference held this past weekend at the Augustana campus we learned how our stories define
us.
Unfortunately, the current story we are told is that we need to fear and hate the “other”. We must destroy them before
they destroy us. We must not let them into our country. Have we forgotten that a few short years ago those others were
our parents and grandparents?
Of course, each human is somewhat different from his or her fellow, but it is as a collective that we have survived and
prospered as a species. We are far more similar than we seem prepared to admit.
When we focus on our differences we ignorantly sink into depravity and savagery. We are born ignorant, but it takes
hard work to remain ignorant given the wealth of knowledge gained over the history of mankind and now available to
almost everyone. We constantly repeat the errors of the past and ignore the solutions our ancestors came up with
because we don’t know our history. What is happening now has happened before. If we don’t take the steps to avoid the
descent into Fascism very soon, then God help our children and grandchildren. You may think I am overstating the case,
but it is eerily like the thirties in Europe.
I suggest that the current immigrant and refugee problem can be placed at the feet of the American government and its
allies, including Canada, when our leaders carved up the middle east and interfered with central America, destabilizing
the world order, resulting in the chaos we see today.
I suggest the story we need to tell is that our genius lies in the human global brain. All the great works of humanity come
from the collective work of us all. Every one of us is important and contributes. The garbage collector and the artist each
were participants with the scientists in putting a man on the moon. It is that specialization which now is so complex that
a destruction of our culture by a new dark age may doom us all. If there is no food in the grocery store, we will starve!
Almost none of us could survive if we are forced revert to the culture of the past.
I suggest that problems like the climate change issue and refugees can only be solved by the coordinated behavior of
humans world-wide. Our leaders seem bent on preventing this. Together we are brilliant and can solve our problems,
but time is running out. If we see each other as enemies, then we are fools bent on self-destruction. God help us all.
Harry Gaede

Book club meets with Doctor Daniel Sims
Photo and story by Alex Oliver
The Camrose United Church Right Relations Book Club met on October 17 with Dr. Daniel
Sims, professor of history and Indigenous Studies at Augustana University.
Sixteen people listened as he brought us up to date on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Daniel said, “It’s a process that takes time; however, currently big changes
are taking place in elementary, junior and high school curricula to reflect the history
of Indigenous Peoples and to study the implications of the residential school on not
only Indigenous Peoples, but also on non-indigenous people in Canadian society. It is Daniel Sims, front row left, met
with book club October 17th.
a work in progress which calls the government, groups, and individuals to implement.”
The Truth and Reconciliation process brought back many horrifying memories to the
people who testified. Daniel said, “Attempts have been made to provide counseling for these people. Not only is it a
challenge to provide these services; but also the Indigenous People must want to use and trust these services.”
The members and guests had the opportunity to ask Daniel any questions they wished about Indigenous and non-indigenous
peoples. There was a definite keen interest. Questions varied from history to current relationships, governance, and specific
instances of white and Indigenous problems.
A fair amount of time was spent on finances and education.
“Most Indigenous communities generate their own monies; there are transfer payments from the federal government,”
Daniel said. “The tax reduction is only on the reserve. First nation’s people do pay taxes off the Reserve; and most Indigenous
People are employed at some level.”
Regarding education, First Nations People consider it to be of high importance. Wealthier communities may provide funds for
their students to assist their education right through university.
The questions were varied and Daniel aptly shed light on the complicated political, social, and financial situations
across Canada.
At the end of two hours the meeting adjourned although there were many more questions to be asked.
Daniel is very willing to come back again in the spring to continue the discussion.
The next book to be discussed on Monday, December 10th in the Upper Parlour is the national best seller Clearing the Plains
by James Daschuk. The irony related to this book is that it received the Sir John A. Macdonald Prize for best history book.
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Around Camrose United Church

Celebration and presentation of
Sunday School certificates.

Planting of our garden boxes

Completing our meditative garden
UCW Life Time Memberships
for Kay Lindholm and Melanie
Weaver.

Respite!

Friday Nov. 23
MIDNIGHT MADNESS
DOWNTOWN
We will have free hot chocolate
with gingerbread cookies for sale.
Child care and public washrooms
available in the church
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Chase Waddell
demonstrates the
Helmet of Salvation;
the Belt of Truth; the
Shield of Faith; and
the Sword of the
Word of God during
the Children’s Story,
August 26.

Major roof repair on the sanctuary
roof completed, June, 2018

Annual Lessons and Carols Services
Sunday, December 9th,
4:00 pm & 7:00 pm
at
Camrose United Church
Featuring: EmBellish Handbells, Camrose and
Area Children’s Choirs, and Camrose Camerata
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The Unexplained…A True Story
By Bob Woods
Laura, my wife and mother of our three daughters,
passed away February 9, 2014. This is an important
date to remember as this story continues.
Laura would, quite often, write her thoughts on little
pieces of paper and put them away, in no particular
order, among some of her other treasures. She
could and did some serious writing but that’s another
story! Maybe she thought she would put these
thoughts into a story someday also – we don’t know.
Two or three days after the funeral, we came across
some of her clippings and written thoughts. Some
were humorous and at the same time sad. Like the
one she had noted that she wanted the hymn
“Because He Lives” sung at her funeral. Unfortunately
we were not aware of her wish or that the hymn was

meaningful to her.
Fast forward to 2018 and the year of the Winter
Olympics in South Korea. One evening I turned on
the TV to watch some of the Opening Ceremonies.
At that particular time, the parade of the athletes
was being televised and although I watched if for a
few minutes, I decided to turn to the “Gaither
Gospel Hour”. When I changed the channel, the
screen was totally white except at the bottom of the
screen were the words “Because He Lives”. When
the picture finally appeared one of the singers sang
“Because He Lives”! I was pleased and saddened.
Saddened because of the memories it brought back.
I sat and reminisced in thoughtful silence and then I
realized that it was February 9, 2018!

Book club off to an excellent start
By Kathy Stables; photo by Alex Oliver

A new season of the book club got off to a spirited start on Thursday Sept 20 as 5 members (3 of them first-time
attendees) met to discuss the 2015 book Unsettling Canada by Arthur Manuel.
The Camrose United Church Right Relations Book Club, formed several years ago, has met 8 to 10 times per year to
explore a variety of print materials as well as listen to speakers and attend field trips in order to learn firsthand about
Indigenous culture and issues.
Arthur Manuel is a member of the Neskonlith band from Chase, BC. He followed his father’s
example and became an internationally recognized activist for Indigenous rights, particularly land
rights which have for so long been ignored by the Federal governments and denied by “big
business”.
He explains that the term “Mother Earth” is not a trite phrase but rather the very heart of
Indigenous culture and belief. Canadian courts have ruled numerous times that the Indigenous
people have sovereignty over their land as guaranteed by the Canadian Constitution.
In addition to Canadian courts, Manuel documents how he and other Indigenous activists have
appeared before international bodies such as the World Trade Organization, NAFTA and the United
Nations. Manuel illustrates how court rulings have been ignored and Indigenous lands have been
exploited for many purposes including agriculture, logging, mining and petroleum extraction, the
building of dams and the development of resorts and golf clubs.
Indigenous people want input as to how their lands are used, and they want payment for the use of
those lands. He concludes with the assertion that the Canadian government and Indigenous representatives must
meet as equals to honor existing agreements and to negotiate in good faith so that all can move forward in a
mutually acceptable fashion.
As part of our discussion of Unsettling Canada we agreed that as our knowledge grows, we find very similar themes
emerging from a wide variety of sources.
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Contact Us:
Phone: 780-672-2176
Email: camroseunited@yahoo.ca
Website: www.camroseunited.ca

Our Address:
4829 - 50th Street
Camrose, Alberta T4V 1P6

