Top Sacred News
CAMROSE UNITED CHURCH NEWSLETTER
VO L UM E

TOGETHER, WE
CELEBRATE AND
SHARE GOD’S LOVE

Ordained Minister
Liz Carter-Morgan
Cell: 780-678-0745
lizcartermorgan@gmail.com
Pastoral Care
Mary Ann Pastuck
780-672-2176

7,

I S S U E

2

Risky Ribs entertains and fundraises once more
Story by Alex Oliver; photos by Alex Oliver and Shiara Oliver
On Thursday, April 26, 2018 over 70 men
from the Camrose United Church and
community spent the day preparing for
their 12th annual Risky Ribs fund-raiser.
Work began at 8:00 AM when the ribs
were picked up and the men gathered at
the United Church kitchen.
The doors opened at 5:45 PM and over
200 people rushed for the best seats.
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Darryl Dewalt led the audience in a musical
blessing and Sheena and Chase Waddell
pulled the alphabet letters to give the
serving order of the tables.
Emcee, Alex Oliver, introduced Jim
Holmberg on saxophone, Shirley Winter
on piano, and Linda Kennedy on stand-up
bass who provided “music to eat by”.
Helen Lowther, Wayne Lowther, Leon
Lohner, Pat Stetar, Alex Oliver, Jean
Martens, and Rose Cottingham offered
several fast moving skits; Sheena
Waddell gave a short piano improvisation;
and the Daysland choir, Radiant Harmony,
directed by Terry Banack, gave an outstanding variety performance of golden
oldies, gospel, and modern melodies.
As usual, the auction items were of huge
interest. A frying pan full of marbles went

for $35.00 and a never-used Bocce set
sold for $40.00. The 24 articles in the
silent auction totaled $715.00.

The live auction items included a Sony
HI-FI Component set donated by Lou
Henders; a knitted Afghan given by Jan
Edwards; two “Tribute to Elvis” tickets
donated by Ron Stables; an intricate
wood truck crafted by Leif Nielsen; one
Queen size quilt made by Blanche
Graumann; a motorbike ride with Jack
Kamphorst; one nature painting of
wolves by an anonymous donor; and 32
cinnamon buns provided by Verny Cox.
The total on the live auctions items was
$2,025.00. The grand total profit for
Risky Ribs 2018 was $7,051.35.
Thank you to everyone who participated. See you next year.
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UCW Annual Spring Pie Extravaganza draws huge crowd
By Jean Martens; photo by Alex Oliver
Although the weather was dreadful, with blowing snow
and sleet, our preparations for our St. Patrick’s Day Pie
event on March 17th went on undeterred.
Over 220 wonderful people ventured out to partake and
we had to set up extra tables; and still people had to wait
to get their piece of their favourite pie. We will plan on
adding more spaces for our next event.
Thanks to everyone who donated the whopping 133 pies
of 32 varieties and those who came to eat them with a
cup of coffee or bought them to eat at home.
Our special thank-you goes to all the ladies who worked
all day to make this event a great success. The UCW
realized $1,912.00, minus a few expenses.
Part of the crowd at the Pie Day March 17, 2018 Please mark September 15th in your calendars, the
planned date for our next fantastic pie extravaganza.
Again without all the support we received, we would not have had the success we enjoyed. Thank you again
from the ladies of the UCW.

UCW supports Gifts with Vision
Photo and story by Alex Oliver
Camrose United Church Women (UCW) is one of the Mission
and Service partners that participate in Gifts with Vision to
help make a difference in other people’s lives.
This Spring UCW promoted two such gifts. The first is “Seeds for
Women’s Leadership”. A $25.00 gift will supply seeds to grow a
garden to improve family nutrition and resilience. It grows with
the support of the Guatemala Conference of Evangelical
Churches formed in response to the brutal repression of the
Mayan peoples. Women plant peppers, radishes, beets, onions,
carrots, cabbage, and more and receive farming training.
The second gift is to plant an olive tree. Over the decades
Palestinian olive groves have been destroyed by military
occupation. There is a joint initiative by the Palestinian
YWCA and the East
Jerusalem YMCA to
plant olive trees in the
Palestinian
territories. A $25.00
gift buys one olive tree
sapling.
Thank you for your
support.
Bonnie Oliver holds an olive sapling
as she stands beside the Gifts with
Vision display she designed
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Mark Your Calendars
Autumn Pie Event,
September 15th
Confirmation 2018

Charlotte King, Teresa Brown and
Darlene Pierson (missing from the
photo) were confirmed and became
members of United Church of Canada
in April.
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Our affirming church celebrates
Photo and story by Alex Oliver

Sunday, March 11, 2018, marked the first anniversary of Camrose United Church as an
affirming church.
Transgender, Marni Panas and formerly from Camrose, spoke of the judgments placed
on a person who is afraid to speak of someone they love because that someone is of the
same gender.
She spoke of the changes that are taking place to see the LGBTQ community welcomed
into the mainstream of society.
Marni’s web-page, Health & Community Engagement, points out that, “Marni Panas is a
diversity and inclusion professional dedicated to creating safe and welcoming, and inclusive
environments especially for the LGBTQ population in large public and private organizations,
all levels of government and departments, health care, educational institutions, corrections
and law enforcement. “
Most recently she was a member of the LGBTQ Apology Advisory Council which helped
Marni Panas gives
draft the apology Prime Minister Justin Trudeau delivered in the House of Commons
on Tuesday, November 28, 2017 to LGBTQ people in Canada for discrimination the sermon on
and injustices faced by this community as a result of federal legislation, policies and March 11th.
programs.
Members of the congregation engaged in conversation with Marni after the service over coffee.

Mary Ann blesses shawls
Photo and story by Alex Oliver
On Sunday, April 8, 2018 part of the service was the blessing
of the shawls. These 12 shawls were lovingly made by members
of Camrose United Church.
The blessing says it all:
Without even knowing who would
receive it, this shawl was made specifically for the person who will receive it.
May they see the intricate love and care
given to this shawl, mirroring the
intricate love and care that is God’s
gift to all. This shawl was made to
bring warmth to someone who feels a
chill. May they feel the warm breath of
the Holy Spirit as they wrap themselves
with it. This shawl was made to bring
comfort to someone who feels alone.
May they feel comfort in knowing that
someone prayed for them as they pieced it together. This
shawl was made to bring peace to someone in need of prayer.
May they feel the power of our prayers as the feel the yarn
winding through their fingers. This shawl was made to remind
the recipient that they are part of this community. May they
feel touched by our love, moved by our guidance, and held
up by our support. Amen
If you know of someone who you think could use a prayer
shawl, please check at the church office.
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Your church needs your help
By Marian Girvan
Your donations help our church provide our city and
surrounding community with the facilities and many
services that help develop the spiritual life and well being
of many individuals. A few of the many services include
Martha’s Table, marriage preparation workshops, weddings,
funerals, baptisms, Bible study groups and bereavement
support. Our church also provides the facilities for many
groups to meet in a safe environment.
For more information please contact the church office,
780-672-2176 or the stewardship committee.

Summary of Givings to 12/31/2017
$1 to $499

Other
$1 to $499
identifiable
20%
contributors
35%

$3000 & more
7%

$1000 to
$2999
23%

$500 to $999

$500 to $999
15%

$1000 to $2999
$3000 & more

Greetings to all from your Stewardship Committee
Chris Rebus and Melanie Weaver were excited last fall to
take up the theme of Stewardship at Camrose United.
We immediately began visiting our various committees to
share some ideas and invite more ideas as to how we
should move ahead in our stewardship mandate. First,
we offered our support to community-building activities
which you may have experienced. During the winter, we
were both away, and now we’re back! Our next activity
will be the Camrose United Church Picnic, Sunday, June
24, 2018.
The theme of the picnic day will be “Generosity and
Gratitude.” It seems that, for some, thinking of how we
experience gratitude can be relatively easy. Considering
how we express our generosity, however, can require a little
more time for consideration. We are all invited to imagine
new ways we can contribute to our church community life
– stay tuned!

Other identifiable
contributors

Camrose United
Church Picnic

Message from the Property Committee
By Dave Weaver
Who are we?
Cathy Kennedy, Bonnie Oliver, Jack Kamphorst, Don MacLeod,
Leif Nielsen, Dave Weaver
Major Roof Expense has been identified
Recent roof leaks in the sanctuary have been assessed and contractors
have been asked to supply quotes for permanent repair. The first
estimate is $30,000 for the sanctuary only and an additional $80,000 for
the back flat roof. A major Fund Raising effort will be initiated through
Council to deal with these new expenses. Two more quotes are being
sought.
Safety and Security
A recent review of safety and security procedures has led to some
improvements:
 Person holding keys to our building have been identified and updated
 After hours committee meetings have been alerted to better
procedures for locking doors
 People who rent rooms now have a more detailed rental agreement
on do's and don'ts
 An additional camera in the office hallway may be considered
 A sophisticated FOB/key entry system appears cost prohibitive at this
time.
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Sunday, June 24th
Following worship

Potluck Lunch
 Facilitated meditation at
the labyrinth
 Children’s activities
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host Indigenous speaker

PAGE

5

Observer Chat Circle starts
Story by Brenda Mucz; photo by Bonnie Smith

By Alex Oliver; photo supplied
The Camrose United Church
Right Relations Book Club will
host Chevi Rabbitt, an award
winning human rights activist,
on May 22, 2018 at 7:00 PM in
the Upper Parlour of the church.
This presentation will explore
the various works of Two-Spirit
artist Chevi Rabbitt who contributes her artistic vision to
the indigenous LGBTQ liberation/rights movement. Much of
her work draws on a combination
LGBTQ culture, LGBTQ rights and
working as a Fashion Makeup
artist.
Chevi Rabbit, a multi-Cultural Status Indian with
ancestry from Maskwacis Cree Nation and her small
town roots is a prominent member of the Two Spirit
community. She is also a director of the "Hate to
Hope" Movement. Chevi lives in Ponoka, where she
works as a consultant specializing in Two Spirit
Rights, Transgender rights, Indigenous peoples, and
cross-cultural training.
Come to hear the Cree perspective on LGBTQ community.

The Camrose United Church Membership committee
wants to promote our church magazine the United
Church Observer. It was decided to try a gathering of
interested folks to explore the magazine and discuss
the contents.
As a result, a wonderful time of conversation and fellowship happened in the parlour one chilly March
morning. Several people gathered to share refreshments and chat about articles, letters-to-the-editor
and columns in the January
issue of the Observer. It
was such a positive activity
that the Observer Chat
Circle began.
Because of the successful
morning chat it was decided
to make the circle a regular
happening. Another
Cathy Kennedy, Dave
meeting is planned for
Edwards, Irene JohnTuesday, August 28 at
10:00 a.m. in the parlor. All ston, Carol Barr, Doris
Hirsch, and Brenda
are invited for a time of
Mucz gather for the
sharing and reflecton. Come and be part of first Chat Circle
the group! It’s amazing to
hear interpretations and observations that may be
very different from your own.

Camrose United Church member inducted into Wall of Honour
Photo and story by Murray Green
Camrose County inducted Camrose United Church member Allan Kerr into
the Agriculture Wall of Honour at the awards banquet in Rosalind on April 9.
Allan was inducted onto the Wall of Honour for his dedication to the community.
Allan Kerr grew up in New Norway, but moved closer to Camrose in 1957 where he
established a purebred of Holstein cattle under the name Kerrose.
As a leader in the agriculture industry, Allan was recognized with a Northlands Farm
Family award in 1978, and was honoured by Holstein Canada with a Master Breeder
Shield for his herd in 1992.
Allan enjoyed sports, especially playing baseball, curling and later senior slow-pitch.
From 1958 to 2015, Allan generously contributed his time and talents to the
agricultural and local community, with his involvement in numerous organizations
Kerr is presented
as manager of The Camrose Animal Breeders Association, board member of the Allan
with Wall of Honour
Camrose Agricultural Society, leader of the Camrose/Edberg 4-H Dairy Club, director award by County Reeve,
and president of the Northern Alberta Holstein Club, Director and vice-president of Don Gregorwich
the Northern Alberta Dairy Pool, member of the Alberta Milk Promotion Committee,
director and chairman of the Ankerton Gas Co-op board, president from 2010-11 of the Probus Club of
Camrose, member of the Senior Centre Society of Camrose and District, member of the Camrose 65+
club, and delivery person for Meals on Wheels Camrose.
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Clergy comment
By Reverend Liz Carter-Morgan
I celebrated Camrose LGBTQ Pride and Camrose United
Church’s second anniversary of being an Affirming Minister
during Lent, and it is an important part of our Christian
witness to the world. The celebration of Pride is a time
when those who have been pushed to the margins of
society refuse to hide in the shadows even if it makes
other people feel uncomfortable. It’s a time, when
those who have been cast aside and counted as last
and least, claim full humanity and sing for our lives.
Lent is the season when Christians focus on taking up our
cross and following Jesus. We follow him when he is
ridiculed for spending time with tax collectors, prostitutes
and ‘sinners’. Jesus stood up for those everyone else
cast out. We follow him to the margins. He challenged the
religious leaders of his day, making himself ritually
impure according to the religious and moral laws of his
people so that the outcasts would not stand
alone. We listen to, believe and stand beside all who
are hated. He allowed himself to be grouped in with
those most reviled in his community, and faced the wrath
of those who thought ‘heretical’ Samaritans, ‘impure’
lepers, and other so called undesirables were only
getting what they deserved, and would never inherit the
Kingdom of God.
They killed him for it.

Whenever our society decides that some group is to
blame for all of our problems, when we look the other
way while their bodies or spirits are being killed, when we
say they are just getting what they deserve, when the last
and the least die because of the normal, but broken, way
we do things, they die because of the sin of our society.
They die because of our sin. Jesus stood with them. Jesus
let himself be killed with them. The church that is his
living body on earth today is called with Jesus to stand up
for whosoever is hated; whosoever is made the scapegoat, for whosoever is disposable. We take up their cross
and lay bare the truth of the brokenness of our society.
But the story doesn’t end there.
Ultimately, the bullies did not win. For all the powers of
this world that would silence, shame and exclude, even
their power to take away life was not enough to stop Jesus
and his Kingdom (Realm, Kin-dom) of radical inclusion. We
proclaim resurrection as we insist on being fully
alive, honest and joyful. In other words, Pride can
be an Easter resurrection experience, even in the
midst of Lent. As other communities celebrate
Pride in the warm afterglow of Pentecost this June,
know that this joy is born of Easter’s Resurrection.

Welcome Teri Sikstrom, our Office Administrator
By Marian Girvan; photo by Alex Oliver
Council and Ministry & Personnel Committee are pleased to announce the appointment of
Teri Sikstrom as the new Office Administrator for Camrose United Church.
Teri has lived in the Camrose area for her entire life; Teri and her husband have two grown
children and three grandchildren.
Teri brings to her new position, considerable experience in the area of finance having
worked at the Bank of Montreal, Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce, Agricultural Financial Services Corporation - Finance Division and a non-profit organization. Teri continues to
do bookkeeping for small businesses out of her home.
Teri has a love of sports and her favorite teams are the Toronto Blue Jays and Camrose Kodiaks. Teri and her husband continue to billet two Kodiak players and take pride in providing
the boys a safe, warm place to pursue their hockey dreams.
Asked about her thoughts regarding her new position, Teri commented, “The position at
Camrose United Church appealed to me as it is part-time and I had realized that I was not
quite ready to retire.”
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