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“THANK YOU” Reverend Mary Annan
Story and photo by Ron Holland
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For the past four months our church has been blessed with the presence of
Mary Annan. Her caring persona, coupled with her traditional ministerial
style, endeared her to our members and the broader community which she
served.
Mary Annan was born and raised in Winnipeg. During her ministry career
Mary has served congregations in all three prairie provinces – places like
Steinbach in Manitoba and Redvers in Saskatchewan. Following her
move to Alberta Mary served at Kirk United in Edmonton prior to her
move to Camrose.
Mary and her husband Steve Johann live in south Edmonton. Their two
grown sons both live and work in the Edmonton area. Currently, Steven
is the minister at Trinity United Church in the Meadowlark area of
Edmonton.
We wish Mary the best of success in her continuing ministry.
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UCW fundraises throughout the year
By Jean Martens; photograph by Alex Oliver

The UCW of Camrose United is a very busy group of women. Throughout a year they hold several
fundraising events to support many outreach projects.
They are quick to say they cannot do their work alone and rally many others in the congregation to
participate. To thank everyone for their support the UCW held an annual “Thank You” luncheon on
January 21st.
Watch for future UCW events upcoming up. March 17th is a
Spring Pie Event and May 5th is Sale-a-bration, a very big
indoor garage sale.

Mark Your
Calendars
Spring Pie
Event,
March 17th

Sale-a-bration
May 5th

9th Annual Christmas Tea, Craft and Bake Sale.

Food safety course has many participants
By Jean Martens; photograph by Alex Oliver

On, Saturday, January 27th, 16 people gathered
in the kitchen at Camrose United to take a
basic food safety course, offered by Alberta
Health Services (AHS).
We began our day with coffee and an ice
breaker introduction led by Charlene Fleck,
our instructor. Following this we spent the
next 21/2 hours watching a power point
presentation on food safety. We had lots of
questions and comments for Charlene.
Over lunch we continued our discussion and
then it was back to the books as we still had
more to learn before challenging the exam.
With the 50 question exam written, we will
have to wait about 4 weeks to have our
results.
It was a very informative day. If nothing else
we have learned to wash our hands all the
time; and, if wearing rubber gloves change
them every time we touch or do something
different.
Included in our group attending the Food
Safety course were Liz Carter-Morgan, JoyAnne Murphy, Pat Stetar, Eileen Hunter, Irene
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Johnston, Dixie
Fisher, Arlene
MacLeod, Carol
Rawson, Leona
Calhoun, Donna
Stewart, Elsie
Rudosky, Brendan
Lunty, Casey Reed,
Velma Babuik, Anna
-Mae Feddema, and
Jean Martens. Most Several of the attendees
of our attendees are who took the basic food
safety course held January
very active with
27th.
any number of
events that have
food in our church.
Brendan Lunty, the only male participant and
representing Risky Ribs, said, “I really enjoyed the
class. It was a really good review and I think
we are already doing things fairly well.”
Thank you to Charlene Fleck, from AHS for
the instructional time provided.
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Farley instrumental in the early days of Camrose United Church
By Murray Green; photograph by Marian Girvan
You can't talk about the history of Camrose United
Church without mentioning Frank Farley. Frank
certainly left his mark in the community, as Dr.
Glen Hvenegaard, professor at the Augustana
Campus, recounted the life and times of Frank
Farley during a luncheon at the Rotary Club of
Camrose on January 15th.

The Frank Farley stain glass window graces
the south side of the sanctuary.
Frank Farley was born in St. Thomas, Ontario,
where he worked in a bank, studied to become a
teacher and developed his passion for birds. Farley
decided to head west, arriving at Calgary in the
1890s. He later took the railway north to Red
Deer and settled in the Camrose area in 1907,
where he established a real estate business. “His
biggest impact was made during his life in our
community,” said Hvenegaard. He is remembered
for the several organizations he was involved in.
He was a founding father of the Rotary Club, a
leader in the community and a member of Camrose
United Church. Frank was a Methodist and
chaired the committee that helped in the merger
of the Methodist Church with the United Church of
Canada to create Camrose United Church. His
legacy can be seen in the stained glass window
located in the church sanctuary.
Frank Farley was an ardent birder due to his
mother and his friend Will Saunders. When he
arrived in Camrose wildlife was abundant; however,
he began to notice changes. Not only were the
buffalo disappearing, so too were other animals
and birds. He began to record his observations
such as when birds migrated. In 1918, he began
to document the flight of purple martins, a task
that is carried on by Professor Hvenegaard today.
During an early winter storm that drove flocks and
flocks of Snow Geese ahead of it; he wrote
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"Throughout the day and night the sounds of
Snow Geese could be heard. The noise was
almost deafening as they flew 100 feet above
my cabin roof. The snow fell constantly during
the 24 hours, but the geese never seemed to
lose their bearings as they hurried south. It
ended abruptly just as it began" said
Hvenegaard. Another of his legacies is the
Christmas Bird Count which continues annually, to this day.
In 1921, one of the first bird sanctuaries was
established at Miquelon Lake, north of Camrose
and he served as its Warden until 1931. It is
now part of Miquelon Lake Provincial Park. He
wrote many papers, the majority of which
appeared in the Canadian Field-Naturalist.
Farley won wide recognition on the continent
as a lover and student of birds and an ardent
conservationist. He seized every opportunity
to travel the province to gather data for a work
on Alberta birds. Frank published a
book, Birds of the Battle River Region of
Central Alberta in 1932 and he is credited by
his nephew Farley Mowat in mentoring him to
become a writer.
Frank Farley died in 1949 leaving behind an
enduring legacy in the Camrose area.

RISKY
RIBS
9th Annual Evening of Fun & Fundraising

THURSDAY, April 26, 2018
6:00pm to 8:30pm






Enjoy a delicious meal of
ribs, fruit & cake.
Live & silent auctions plus
entertainment.
Tickets are $25 and are
available at the church
office.
Come out and enjoy!
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Indigenous Writes:A Guide to First Nations, Metis and Inuit Issues in Canada
Book review by Dave Edwards

Indigenous and Settler people brought very different attitudes to the land
and very different understandings of what our relationship with each other
should be.
The many Indigenous groups had learned to live together, valuing the
diversity of cultures and generally respecting gender equality. They
sought harmony with the natural world and with one another.
But, in the words of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, “For over a
century, the central goals of Canada's Aboriginal policy were to eliminate
Aboriginal governments, ignore Aboriginal rights, terminate the treaties,
and through assimilation, cause Aboriginal peoples to cease to exist.”
The damage done by the residential schools and the widespread adoption
of Indigenous children into Settler families continues to be seen. Negative
stereotypes and racial discrimination are so widespread that to many
Indigenous people it feels as if no progress at all is being made.
But the struggle continues. “Indigenous peoples have tenaciously resisted
colonization and the destruction of our cultures,” writes Vowel. Many First
Nations languages have disappeared, but some still thrive, along with the customs, beliefs, and
traditions that are expressed through them.
This book is a detailed survey of who the Indigenous people in Canada are, and the conditions of
their lives. The writer defines many terms and names, and discusses the effects of Canada's attitudes and policies toward Indigenous peoples. Her chapters on the treaties are particularly valuable.
The 1996 Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples concluded that government policy has been
wrong for more than one hundred and fifty years, and the block to making things better continues to
be that most Canadians do not understand this or care enough about it. There is no national will to
make things better.
But the reality is that Indigenous people are not going away. “They have an enduring sense of themselves as peoples with a unique heritage and the right to cultural continuity.”

Council and committees gather to share
Story and photo by Alex Oliver

After church on November 12, 2017 several
committee representatives gathered in the
Upper Parlour to share their stories, and
insights, and intentions.
After enjoying a pot-luck lunch, Reverend Liz
Carter–Morgan led the sharing session.
Representatives from the following committees:
Worship, UCW, Pastoral Care, Social Concerns
which included the Refugee Committee and
Right Relations Book Club, Ministry and Personal,
Property, Membership, Media, Stewardship,
and Council related their goals.
It became very apparent that this was a vital
exercise so that each committee got an understanding of the purposes of each committee
and what was happening currently in that
committee.
The second half of the gathering was led by
Reverend Barb Zimmerman of Castor United
Church. She has taken training in a program
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called Fresh Start.
This part concentrated on how to
handle change in
the church. For example, how does
one welcome a new
minister into a
Barbara Zimmerman of Castor
church, or how do United led the group through
we welcome new
an overview of the Fresh Start
members or visitors program
into the church? In
essence, how do we connect, share, and care in
our church?
The meeting presented itself as a very positive
exercise in communication.
As Liz said, “This was very successful; and, I
hope we can continue to keep this type of
communication going in the church.”
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Children’s ministry enjoys an eventful year
By Jen Carter-Morgan; photographs by Alex Oliver

Children help bless the
prayer shawls.

Over the past several months the children of our congregation have
been busy. We have shared the story of the Magi and how many
there actually were; made cards to welcome newly baptized people
to our community; and invited everyone in our community to join us
in our Advent colouring project. Godly Play continues to be a favourite
part of our Sunday time together; and we have explored the story of
Jonah and the Big Fish, and the
Holy Family. A special treat
continues to be a Veggie Tales
movie and popcorn where we
have enjoyed Where is God
when I’m Afraid and The Star of
Christmas. Future plans include
a walk through Holy Week;
delicious baking; and a ride in
a cardboard boat.
There’s always a big turnout for
the Potluck Games Night.

Sacred Pause
“A short lay-led contemplative
service of silence,
short readings and song”

Monday, February 19th
Prelude at
7:00pm
Worship at
7:15pm

Camrose United ... an Affirming Ministry
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Naramata Centre

2018 Program Calendar now posted
From www.naramatacentresociety.org

Open to people of all ages, Naramata Centre is an
inclusive, welcoming place to connect and deepen in
mind, body and spirit.
Naramata Centre draws and inspires people from
many paths and walks of life, as a place for learning,
sharing, contemplation, personal growth and spiritual
renewal. The Centre offers a wide variety of programs
in music, the arts, health and well-being, leadership,
social justice and spiritual nurture.
The essence of Naramata Centre is difficult to
capture in words. It is a place where being present
and connecting to oneself, others, nature and the
Sacred become easier. Come stay at the Centre to
experience what we have to offer. Enjoy a program
or retreat. Walk our labyrinth and visit our Chapel.
Do yoga or play on our beach. Jump into the lake.
Snooze or read in the shade under our canopy of
trees. Sink into community and laugh or sing.
For more information check out the website https://
www.naramatacentresociety.org, 2018 Program
Calendar now posted.

Our Story read by book club
Story and photo by Alex Oliver
In the evening of January
30th the Camrose United
Church Right Relations Book
Club discussed their latest
book, Our Story Aboriginal
Voices on Canada’s Past, a
collection of short stories by
First Nations authors.
The nine stories present an
insightful, moving perspective
to the history of this country.
The aboriginal authors are
novelists, playwrights,
journalists, activists, and artists.
Former Governor General, Adrienne Clarkson, says
in her Foreword to the book, “When there is so
much room and reason for misunderstanding, for
bitterness and frustration, I have always marveled
at how measured, wise, yet impassioned their
statement of their being is – the manner in which
they tell their stories, the way in which they want to

2018 Photo
Directory

include the rest of us, although they still struggle
to know what is theirs and to make it ever more
deeply theirs.”
One of the unique aspects of this book is that
each author has chosen a pivotal historical
event in Canada and turned it into a work of
fiction. One’s knowledge of the event helps to
enhance the story. It is a distinctive way to try
to blend native and European narrative so that
they can better understand each other and
move on.
The book club now has memberships from
different church groups in Camrose, meets
every few months, decides on an aboriginal
author to read, and then discusses the book.
We have had three indigenous speakers so far;
and we plan to attend a Pow-wow at
Maskwacis this coming summer.
Please join us for our next meeting on March
27 at 7:00PM to discuss Bearskin Diary by
Carol Daniels.

Church Council
seeks new members

Each year Camrose United holds an annual meeting at which members are elected
The Membership
to our Church Council. Unlike some orCommittee has
ganizations, there is not a “nominating
reached a verbal
agreement with
committee”. Instead, persons who wish to
Artistic Impressions to serve as a member of our Church Council
create our 2018 Photo are encouraged to approach a member of
Directory. There was a the current Council, indicating your interdetailed evaluation
est. (See page 1 for Council members)
of the two companies who are involved in these types of projects.
The tentative dates for the photo sessions are
from June 5th to June 16th.
Artistic Impressions also did our last Directory in
2013.

Annual Meeting
March 4, 2018
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Contact Us:
Phone: 780-672-2176
Fax: 780-672-9189
Email: camroseunited@yahoo.ca
Website: www.camroseunited.ca

Our Address:
4829 - 50th Street
Camrose, Alberta T4V 1P6

