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Finding God’s Cathedral
By Reverend Helen Reed
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We have made it half way through 2022 – can you believe it? These first months have been
difficult on many of us; and the summer holds a promise of less stress and more opportunities
to simply be.
We will be pausing worship four Sundays through the summer this year: July 3 rd, July 10th, July
31st, and August 7 th. We will worship together July 17 th, and 24 th ; returning to our regular
schedule on August 14th.
Our volunteers are telling us that they are travelling and visiting through the summer re-creating
connections that have been sorely missed, and our staff need time to relax; so this gift of time is
much appreciated. A colleague of mine said that these are moments for all of us to worship in
Nature’s Cathedral. I invite you to do simply that. Find your place and people to spend loving
time on these Sundays. Come sit at the church in our meditative garden, or walk the labyrinth –
any day, any time. God will be with you.
While our building will be quiet, gently waiting for our return, nothing will be standing still: growing
will be happening in the vegetable garden, in the flower beds; planning will be happening in the
groups that share our space with us, in the preparation of programs for Children’s Ministry, or
maybe bible study, or choir and handbells, or a Broadview review, or…
If you have Facebook access, watch for announcements, celebrations or pictures of what is
going on.
As I write this message to you, I have just emerged from three days of meetings for the General
Council of the United Church of Canada. Throughout this time spent (on ZOOM) with United
Church folk from all across our country, I have had conversations about the church’s role in the
world. We have spoken about supporting leadership in the church. What does it mean to be a
member of the United Church? How do we accompany our Indigenous siblings on their journey
to find their role in our church. How do we teach the church and our communities about welcoming
all peoples, being inclusive, unlearning divisive language and discrimination. How do we care
for each other here and around the world. You know that I will share these conversations with
you in the months to come.
There are moments in these conversations when the work of being a disciple or a prophet feels
very hard; but this is the work of church and we are a good and caring church.
We were reminded in a scripture reading from 1 Kings in our June 19th worship service, in the
tough times of life when we feel challenged, when we feel as though we are living in storms of
wind and shaking earth, when we are feeling unappreciated or alone, we need to look for God
waiting patiently for us in unexpected places.
In the quiet of Nature’s Cathedral, God will be there. As you watch children and grandchildren
playing, God will be there. As you weed your garden patch, or enjoy the grass growing, God will
be there. In the doctors’ offices, the nurses’ smiles, the grocery helper, the listeners, the
caregivers, God will be there. (Continued on page 2)
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continued Finding God’s Cathedral
I’d like to share with you, the Words of Assurance, of our June 19th service:
Come on in, says God. Come to a place where you can hear me.
Come on out, says God. Come into the world to be my words and my actions.
Never Alone, says God,
I will be found in the quiet places, bringing love and truth and wisdom to share with you and the world.
You can do this, says God. I am with you.
In the summer days ahead, look for God wherever you are. God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

Farley was a pioneer, supporter of Camrose United Church
Story and photograph by Murray Green

A three-part stained glass window in the Camrose United
Church is dedicated to Frank Farley, a local pioneer and
supporter of the Church.
Francis (Frank) LeGrange Farley, son of John Farley, was born
in St. Thomas, Ontario in February, 1870. He was one of six
children, two sons and four daughters. His brother, John Egerton
Farley, was killed in action in the Boer War. Farley was fitted for
a career in the public schools of his native city and after
graduating in 1889 engaged in the banking business for two
years.
But the developing regions of Western Canada attracted him.
He arrived at the fledgling hamlet of Red Deer in 1892, which
he determined to identify himself permanently with this country.
He took up a homestead and engaged in farming near Innisfail
for 15 years. Within weeks of his arrival, Farley started exploring
the region. His first trip was to the coalfields near present day
Ardley.
In three days of travel, he did not meet a single person. Later
excursions took him to the Buffalo Lake country and to the
foothills near present day Nordegg where he discovered
unusual caves.
In 1902, Farley entered the real estate and insurance business
in Red Deer. Later he became the local agent for the Bell
Telephone Company.
He sold his farm and in 1907 relocated to Camrose, where he
conducted a brokerage business. He was also a member of the
town council since the incorporation of the town. He was a
progressive, public-spirited citizen and one who carried the
prestige of leadership through the long experience of a
business man.
Despite his extensive business and community involvements,
Farley continued his annual expeditions. In 1919, he traveled
down the Christina River in northern Alberta. A few years later,
he journeyed to the Hudson Bay. Farley became a prolific
writer. His book, Birds of the Battle River (1932), is still an
important reference.
He wrote regular reports for the United States Agriculture
Bureau with a group of students near Camrose in the
mid-1920s.
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He started a conservation program for hawks. But it was in the
realms of natural history and ornithology that Farley found great
interest and satisfaction. He was recognized as an international
authority on North American bird life. Farley started his studies in
ornithology before leaving Ontario, and had made a survey for the
Ontario government of bird life in western Ontario. His famous
nephew, Farley Mowat carried on some of his studies.
When Farley married in 1896, he had to search for three days to
find a man to issue the license. The license officials were very
scarce at that time. There were but two banks in the territory, one
in Edmonton, the other in Calgary. Trade was conducted largely
on the primitive basis of barter and exchange. Some of his
early experiences furnish some excellent illustrations of this
basic principle or political economy. Among the settlers of his
neighbourhood the principal commodities of exchange were
hay, stock or labour. He had arrived at Red Deer with a working
capital of only $50.
He lived simply; but he had done many of the things he wanted to
do. He was widely travelled, all through Canada and the United
States, from the Caribbean to the Arctic Circle, and in Europe,
all this without losing the touch with his intimate friends.
Frank Farley and his wife were Charter Members of the Camrose
United Church when it was formed in 1925.
Frank passed away in Camrose on October 22, 1949. His connection
to the church and his dedication to community is honoured on a
stained glass window in
the Camrose United
Church Sanctuary.
The scripture quoted is
“what does the Lord
require of thee, but to do
justice, to love kindness
and to walk humbly with
thy God” (Micah 6:8)
Source: Red Deer River Naturalists; https://rdrn.ca/wp-contnet/
uploads/s014/04/About-RDRN-history-ANHS-People-2-FrankFarley.pdf
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The Saleabration returns
By Eileen Hunter; photograph by Alex Oliver

After a two-year Covid imposed absence, the Camrose United Church Women’s garage sale or Saleabration was held on
Saturday, May 28th. Previously the sale was held on the first Saturday in May, but a later date seemed advisable this time.
Many members of the congregation helped sort and price items on the Thursday and Friday prior to the sale, and for this
the CUCW is extremely grateful. Items had been mounting up and we are thankful to Jack for keeping them stockpiled in
the “dungeon”. Some new regulations were put into place for the sale which worked well. Having patrons enter at the rear
of the hall and leave through the front stopped the bottleneck at the cash tables. We
also found having two long tables with someone bagging and calculating the prices
made things much more efficient. Thanks also goes to those who came to help with the
clean-up after the sale. Items were taken primarily to Emergency Furniture and
Clothing Depot and the Thrift Store. The Railway Museum, as is our practice, sent a
representative to choose items which they could use. When all was said and done, we
had a profit of $1,580.00. At the June meeting, we decided to give $1,000.00 to the
Church Ventilation System. Other donations were made to agencies which the CUCW
has supported in the past. Hopefully we will be able to hold another sale in the spring of
2023, so it should be safe to start accumulating items. We will let you know our plans
for next year.

What’s in the box?

On June 5, the Northern Spirit Regional Council held a
Celebration of Ministry Service. Within this service, we
remembered those of our Regional who had died in the last
year... including our own Margaret Wallace. We congratulated
clergy who were retiring and Kathy Jackson the Office
Administrator for the Council. We celebrated the Ordination
of Marlene Salmonson, and installed the new Chair of the
Council (Rev. Helen Reed, currently serving Camrose United
Church). You may know her. :)

Installation of Chair: Rev. Helen Reed, Rev.
Gord Waldie (outgoing Chairperson), Rev.
Shannon McCarty (Executive Minister)
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Children's Ministry has created a worship box for
small visitors to our church.
If young children are joining in worship, the Worship
Box has some colouring pages and some books to
read to match the church season or topic.
You'll find it at the Sanctuary entrance.

VOLUME

11,

ISSUE

7

PAGE

Summer changes:

We are offering Staff and Volunteers some restful
weekends so...
Worship is paused on July 3rd, 10th, 31st and August 7th.
We will worship again on July 17 th , 24 th and resume
our regular schedule on August 14th.

Office Hours - Change

Our Office is now open 9 - 12 Monday - Thursday
Building access is available in the afternoons by appointment.

On Wednesday,
June 15, in the
middle of Pride
Month, we put a flag
on the church to
show our support for
all of God's people.
The colours of the
Rainbow are a
symbol of welcome
for the LGBTQ+ community. The Black & Brown colours
are a symbol of welcome for people of colour. The Blue,
Pink and White indicate that we welcome people of all and
any gender.
Our Indigenous Banner is a permanent fixture on our
church as support for our Indigenous siblings and our
commitment to be a part of Reconciliation ways and
words.
These are the colours of our love.

August 2022
Sun

7

Mon

Tue

1

2

8

9

5:30pm Media

14

15

16

10:00am Worship
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10

11

12:00pm Martha’s
Table

17

18

12:00pm Martha’s 5:00pm Yoga
Table

22

23

24

25

12:00pm Martha’s
5:00pm Yoga
Table

10:00am Worship

28

Thu

12:00pm Martha’s 5:00pm Yoga
Table

10:00am Worship

21

Wed

29
NEWS

30

31

12:00pm Martha’s
Table

Fri

Sat

5

6

12

13

2:30pm Canadian
Islamic Assoc.

2:30pm Canadian
Islamic Assoc.

19

20

Top Sacred News
Articles due
2:30pm Canadian
Islamic Assoc.

26

27

2:30pm Canadian
Islamic Assoc.

Top Sacred News, September issue will be published
August 26th.
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Lamont nurses celebrated at Camrose United Church
By Helen Reed and Alex Oliver; photo by Alex Oliver

On May 29th 12 members of the 1972 graduating class of Archer
Memorial Hospital School of Nursing in Lamont were recognized at
their 50th reunion. Liz Makoloski, of Camrose and part of the 1972
class, was the hostess for this special reunion.
Our minister, Reverend Helen Reed remarked, “The United Church
has a history of supporting initiatives of hope and healing. The
story of the Lamont Hospital that supported the education of
nurses so that excellent healthcare could be given to communities
is another example of that. It is an honor to remember and
celebrate the story and the people in it.”
Helen presented the certificates during church service and gave
the following history of the connection between the United Church
of Canada and the Lamont hospital.
Today, it is our honour and privilege to hear a story of loving and
care that has its roots in the churches that became the United
Church of Canada. It is a story of people listening for the needs of
others and responding to those needs.
From its beginnings in Edna, Alberta (which was later renamed
Star) health care in the area northeast of Edmonton was supported
by Canadian missionary work, beginning with the Student Volunteer
Union, then through the Home Mission Board of the Methodist
Church, and later The United Church of Canada. The Women’s
Missionary Society of the Methodist Church provided support in the
form of grants, funding and staffing. In 1925, it was reported that
they supported 11 hospitals and four nursing units.
In 1903 Dr. Albert Archer moved to Star as a missionary physician.
During the typhoid outbreak of 1907, Dr Archer saw patients in a
tent in his back yard. Following that, he persuaded the Lamont
Union Church to sponsor a hospital. In 15 months. They raised
$13,000 and The Lamont Public Hospital was opened in 1912.
In 1925, the Presbyterian and Methodist Churches in Canada were
part of the formation of The United Church of Canada. The hospital
continued to operate under the Home Missions Board of the United
Church.
The reputation for excellent and compassionate care of the Hospital
continued to grow. In 1942, the Lamont Public Hospital Calendar
recorded that “This hospital is a missionary enterprise in
connection with the United Church of Canada and is situated in
Alberta. The nursing staff consists of four graduate nurses, a
graduate dietician and 30 nurses in training. Church attendance is

expected a least once each Sunday”
From its inception, the Lamont Public Hospital, later renamed
the Archer Memorial Hospital, offered training to new nurses, a
tradition which carried on for 60 years.
The first graduate was Annie Purschke in 1915; and the final
graduating class was in 1972 and is celebrating its 50 th
Anniversary this year.
Through the presentation of certificates to the last graduating
class, The United Church of Canada, through the Northern
Spirit Regional Council, offers congratulations and appreciation
to the Class of 1972 on this 50th Anniversary.
And, in truth, we honour all of the graduating nurses from the
Lamont Public Hospital of Nursing and the Archer Memorial
Hospital School of Nursing.
“Three of our classmates were unable to attend, either
because of travel distance or illness,” noted Joan Klaczek,
fellow graduate of the 1972 class. “Our class has had extended
reunions every five years since graduation, so this is our tenth.
In early days, we brought children as well to the reunions. We
would all like to thank Reverend Helen Reed of Camrose,
Cathy of Kirk United for helping get the signatures, and thank
the Camrose United Church congregation for welcoming us
and recognizing our special day.”
She added, “And we also thank the United Church of Canada
for supporting our education. It was a great blessing to attend
such a well-respected teaching hospital, and to have the United
Church and the hospital support us through every step of our
training, paying for accommodation, food, books, health care,
and even uniforms while we attended our school.”
And, coincidentally, 92-year-old Camrose United Church
member, Lois Sperry, praised the care and work of the hospital
when she had her tonsils removed there in 1944. “I had a
terrible sore throat all winter and my mother kept trying to cure
it using Vicks Vapor Rub.” Lois said. “So, finally the decision
was made to take me to the Lamont Hospital. It was general
knowledge that it was a very good hospital and they were very
knowledgeable. The doctors were very good and the nurses
were caring. I stayed in only one night. I guess I had a good
recovery because I’m still here!”

Back Row L-R: Lois Sperry. CUC member
Liz Makoloski, Camrose, AB, Hostess of 50th Reunion
Joanne Solomonson, Victoria, BC
Joan Klaczek, Lamont, AB
Vivian Lopetinsky, Barrhead, AB
Linda Evans, Gibsons, BC
Dale Danyluk, Kamloops, BC
Front Row. L -R: Bonnie Terry, Drayton Valley, AB
Lynn Henderson, Okanagen Falls, BC
Brenda Mayer, Chipman, AB
Phyllis Barber, Crossmount, SK
Lois Eleniak, Chipman, AB
Maryann Ardell, Saskatoon, SK
CUC minister Reverend Helen Reed
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Ukrainian refugees now in Camrose
By Michael Mucz

The tragic war in Ukraine has now reached Camrose as we open our community to its displaced victims.
Fifteen Ukrainian refugees, with relatives and friends in Camrose and area, have already arrived and
another 11 are coming in the weeks and months ahead. They are mainly elders, women and
children, and men exempt from not having to remain in the country. Younger members of the
group appear to have a good command of English while older people often can only communicate in
Ukrainian. All are in relatively good health and older children are already enrolled in local schools.
A common theme of all the working age adults is their desire to find employment and to become self-sufficient.
The Camrose Refugee Centre (CRC), based on a very successful early fund raising effort, has made a commitment to
assist Refugees with travel costs to Canada which average $1,500.00 a person. A recent event at the Bailey Theatre
raised funds to support accommodation and living costs for the first few months until they find employment. An appeal
for furniture, household and clothing donations has exceeded expectations and will ensure that they will be able to furnish
their accommodations adequately. Furniture donations will always be appreciated as families are settled and deplete existing
resources.
Current, and ongoing needs, will require a number of volunteers to assist in the following areas: local transportation; visitation,
housing, employment opportunities, driver training, etc. If you are available to help in one or more of these
essential areas, please contact Yvonne Myrehaug (volunteer coordinator): text or phone 780 679 -3727 or
email camrosefrefugeecentre@gmail.com. Financial donations, with tax receipts, on behalf of the CRC Ukrainian
Refugee Effort can be made at the Messiah Lutheran Church office.
The Immigration, Refugees and Citizen Canada website explains details as to why the Ukrainian refugee situation differs
from that of other war-torn countries.

Phoenix Productions, whose studio is housed out of the Camrose United Church, presented
the musical Tuck Everlasting at the Bailey Theatre in May.
The children’s theatre group offers positive children’s live theatre to give students an
introduction to arts in a safe place. It teaches them about adapting to changing ways and
giving them confidence to raise their voices to be heard.
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Contact Us:
Phone: 780-672-2176
Email: camroseunited@yahoo.ca
Website: www.camroseunited.ca

Our Address:
4829 - 50th Street
Camrose, Alberta T4V 1P6

