Top Sacred News
CAMROSE UNITED CHURCH NEWSLETTER
VO L UM E
TOGETHER, WE
CELEBRATE AND

11 ,

IS S U E

MARCH 2022

3

New Camrose United Church UCW executive installed
Story by Alex Oliver; Photo by Helen Reed

SHARE GOD’S LOVE

Minister
Reverend Helen Reed
Diaconal Minister
780-672-2176
helen.reed9266@gmail.com
Minister of Music
Darryl Dewalt
780-672-2176
jamdkd@gmail.com
Office Manager
Teri Sikstrom
780-672-2176
camroseunited@yahoo.ca
Facilities Manager
Jack Kamphorst
780-672-2176
~~~~~~~
Council Members
Malcolm Barr 672-7428
md_barr@telus.net
Neil Lunty 587-386-0029
neilandlilyon@persona.ca
Sylvia French 672-8315
Sylvia.french@ telus.net
Bill Sears 672-4099
billsears@telus.net
Marian Girvan 672-7734
mariang@xplornet.com

On February 3 of this year our minister, Helen Reed, conducted the service of installation
based on the Installation Service in the UCW Handbook of September 2021.
The service began with prayer and a scripture reading from 1 Corinthians 12, part of which is,
“There are different ways of serving, but the same God is served. There are different abilities to
perform service, but the same God gives ability to each of us.”
Helen thanked the outgoing officers, Bonnie Oliver, Co-president; Doris Hirsch, Co-president;
Doreen Walline, Treasurer; Jan Edwards, Secretary;
Irene Johnston, President of Lydia Circle; and Donna
Stewart, Secretary of Lydia Circle.
Those present recited the UCW vision and their
mission statement which says, “Love God; foster
Christian commitment, faithfulness, and spirituality.
Promote respect and love for all God’s creation.”
Helen then had the new executive members Irene
Johnston, President; Bonnie Oliver, Vice President;
Eileen Hunter, Secretary; and Leona Calhoun,
Treasurer promise to the best of their ability to
uphold the purpose of the UCW which is “to unite
women of this Community of Faith for the total
On February 3, 2022 the new executive
mission of the church and to provide a means
of Camrose United Church Women were
through which we may express our loyalty and
installed.
devotion to Jesus Christ in Christian witness,
L-R, Bonnie Oliver, Vice President; Irene
study, fellowship, and service.”
Johnston, President; Eileen Hunter,
The service ended with this closing prayer. “And
Secretary; and Leona Calhoun, Treasurer.
now, go with us, God, into the days ahead. Strengthen
us for peace. Give us wisdom; keep us humble; and
may we live and work together. And, so striving, build a better world for tomorrow. Amen.”

In Memorium
Peter Pastuck; January 25, 2022; Age 80
Margaret Wallace; February 6, 2022, Age 79
We acknowledge the passing of dear friends
of our community.
Please hold their families and friends in
your prayers as they mourn their loss .
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Helen Reed represents Northern Spirit Regional Council
Story and photograph by Helen Reed

It is my privilege to represent Northern Spirit Regional Council as a Commissioner to the General Council 44 (GC44) meeting. We
had our first meeting on February 13th online from 9:35am to 3:00pm.
This is a historic meeting. Instead of a four-day, in-person marathon, this year our work is spread over six months. Our final gathering
will be at the beginning of August, and in the meantime we will have reviewed and discussed proposals from churches and regions
across the country and will elect a new Moderator. We will be setting policies that reflect our care for each other and our faith. GC44
will be the longest meeting in our church’s history and, we hope, a very productive and caring time that will remind us of how much
stronger we are together.
Our Scriptural Theme for this time was from Matthew 16:15 “Who do you say I am?” As we explored our response to Jesus’ question
from the lens of the church, we were then challenged to Know it, Tell it and Live it. The logo below has the words in
French, Stoney Nakoda and English.
As Camrose United Church moves into the hopeful month of March, we hope to see a glimmer of green grass, an opportunity to begin
gathering again in-person (although not huge crowds yet), a journey through Lent that will remind us that we never journey alone, I
would ask us to look at the question of Who Jesus is for us. What stories are we telling and living that reflect our faith?
Lent begins on March 2nd with Ash Wednesday (well, for some of us it begins on Shrove Tuesday with a pancake bonanza).
The journey that we travel together in this time is one of reflection. We hear scriptures that
challenge us to consider who WE are, to consider where we have succeeded, and to consider
when we could have done better. We move through this season with a determination to see the
togetherness that we have missed, and to find new ways to live again.
Jesus was inviting conversation about whether his message was being heard and recognized.
He warned people in various ways to be careful of who they followed. He encouraged them to
keep listening and learning and sharing God’s love in all of their living.
We are continuing to lift up people who we know we need to continue to hear and listen to and
invite to be us on our journey. In March, Camrose United Church remembers the anniversary of
our joining Affirm United – determination to put into our living an invitation for all of God’s people
to add their faithful richness to our journey.
Since May of last year, we have had an orange banner over our front doors—a symbol of accompaniment with our Indigenous siblings as they and we live with the pain of the Residential
School legacies. The United Church of Canada has been at the forefront of this journey.
Who do we say we are? I think we are a church that cares for each other. We have followed spacing and masking rules. We have
paused activities that could harm each other. We have leaders who have filled in spaces when they have appeared (thanks
for covering worship for me – twice!). We have committees who encourage us to live our faith.
Who are you as part of this faithful and faith-filled community?
Who are you accompanying on this journey?

Pastoral Care Team thanks you
Story and photograph by Helen Reed

The Pastoral Care Team would like to say thank you for all those
who continue to knit and crochet shawls, weaving prayers into them
as you create them.
In January this year, the Team looked at our marvellous collection and
decided that we should share this gift beyond our own church community.
Twenty-five shawls were gifted to some friends and some 'we haven't
met you friends'.
The response to these gifts has been
humbling.
They have been described as caring,
unexpected, welcome, wonderful and
thoughtful.
The support and prayers that they offered
were much appreciated.
This is our church in action, our loving
surrounding those in our
Prayer shawls shared becommunity who need it the
yond our own church commost.
munity.
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World Day of Prayer 2022
World Day of Prayer will be held at St. Francis Xavier
Roman Catholic Church on March 4th, 2022 at 1:30pm.
This year’s theme is formulated by England, Wales
and Northern Ireland. Masks and social distancing will be
required.
Also available on line at https://www.youtube.com/watch
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Mark your calendars

We need your time and talents
Sponsored by Council

We need you to consider what time and talents you can share
with us in 2022.
We have some Committees that need new volunteers.
Can you help? Can you encourage someone else?
New Council and Committee member terms will begin in April,
2022.
Church Council: Five vacancies! This is a position that helps
keep our church policies and activities focussed on our vision and
mission. The Council is the hub that holds all the rest of the Committees accountable. You need to be a Full Member, willing to
learn how the church runs. Positions are two-year terms, renewable once.
Ministerial and Personnel Committee: Two Vacancies. This committee might better be described as our Human Resources Committee. Their task is to consult and support on matters involving our staff
including working conditions, responsibilities, and compensation. They recommend actions to the Council. Confidentiality is important. Positions are four-year terms, renewable once.
Membership Committee: One vacancy. This committee is
our welcoming and hospitality committee, keeping track of
members and adherents. Positions are two-year terms, renewable
once.
Pastoral Care Committee: Two vacancies. This committee
keeps us in contact with our congregants by visiting people in
times of need and by notes, calls and “Top Sacred News“ delivery to those who are unable to get out-and-about.

An Annual Meeting in-person is what most of us are hoping
for. Your Council is listening to your requests and trying to find
a balance.
Printed copies of the 2021 Annual Report and financial
statements are available at the church or e-mail by request.

March 6th: Financial conversation, In-Person following
worship. This is an opportunity to look at finances,
budgets, proposed projects.

April 3rd: Annual Meeting, In-Person following worship.
This is a decision making day -- electing Council and
Committee members, approving projects and a budget.

Moving forward

We anticipate that the Province will be lifting most Mandatory
COVID restrictions soon.
However, as people of faith, we are asked to do more than the
minimums to care for our neighbours.
We recognize that we have people who are feeling unsafe
without masking; we recognize that singing without masks is
still highly discouraged.
We are going to ask that masking and spacing continue for
worship until, at least, the middle of March. Council will
re-evaluate then.
We are grateful for your encouragement to be caring leaders
in the community.

Committees
Contact

Phone

Email

Worship

Kay Steblyk

(780)672-7208

dksteblyk@gmail.com

Membership

Carol Barr

(780)672-7428

carolrbarr@gmailcom

3rd Thursday at 1:00 pm

Pastoral Care

Kaye Rud

(780)672-3870

rudrez@telus.net

2nd Tuesday at 10:00 am

Social Concerns

Joy-Anne Murphy

(780)672-3372

jamdkd@gmailcom

1st Wednesday at 5:00 pm

Ministry & Personnel

Sharilyn Cook

(780)672-1820

dnscook@cable-lynx.net

Property

Cathy Kennedy

(780)679-0122

ganddkennedy@telusnet

1st Thursday at 10:00 am

Media

Marian Girvan

(780)672-7734

mariang@xplornetcom

2nd Tuesday at 5:30 pm

Men’s Lunch

Contacts
Irene Johnston - (780) 672-0704
Bonnie Oliver—(780) 672-5677

Men of the congregation and friends are invited to join in
a 'bring your own lunch' on Mondays at 12 noon to
1:00pm.
We meet in the Lower Parlour at the church.
It's an unstructured social hour of conversation.
Just come by and join us. You are welcome to take a
friend.

General UCW - 1st Thursday at 1:30pm
TOP
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United Church Women (UCW)
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March 2022

Sun

Mon

Tue
1
10:00am Yoga
12:00 Yoga
3:00 Children’s
Choir

6

7

10:00am Worship 11:30am Men’s
1:30pm Pathfinders Group Lunch
6:00pm Sparks

13

14

10:00am Worship 11:30am Men’s
1:30pm Pathfinders Group Lunch
6:00pm Sparks

20

21

11:30am Men’s
10:00am Worship
Group Lunch
1:30pm Pathfinders
6:00pm Sparks

27

28

10:00am Worship 11:30am Men’s
1:30pm Pathfinders Group Lunch
6:00pm Sparks
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Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

Lent Begins

9:00am Yoga
1:30pm Canadian
3:00pm Singing JAM 10:00am Property
5:30pm Social
Islamic Assoc.
1:30 pm UCW,
Concerns
3:45pm Singing JAM 3:00pm Singing
6:30pm GC Commis- 6:00pm Girl Guides JAM
sioner Regional
4:30pm Community
6:00pm Brownies
Orientation
Choir
7:00pm Church Choir 6:30pm Handbells

9

9:30am Pastoral
Care
3:00pm Singing JAM
10:00am Yoga
7:00pm Church Choir
12:00 Yoga
3:30 CACC
5:30pm Media

15
10:00am Yoga
12:00 Yoga
3:30 CACC

22
10:00am Yoga
12:00 Yoga
3:30 CACC

29
10:00am Yoga
12:00 Yoga
3:30 CACC

16

10
3:45pm Singing JAM
6:00pm Girl Guides
6:00pm Brownies
6:30pm Handbells

17

11:00am Singing JAM 1:00pm Membership
3:00pm Singing JAM 3:45pm Singing JAM
7:00pm Church Choir 6:00pm Girl Guides
6:00pm Brownies
6:30pm Handbells

23

24

11:00am Singing JAM 3:45pm Singing JAM
3:00pm Singing JAM 6:00pm Girl Guides
7:00pm Church Choir 6:00pm Brownies
6:30pm Handbells

30

31

11:00am Singing JAM 3:45pm Singing JAM
3:00pm Singing JAM 6:00pm Girl Guides
7:00pm Church Choir 6:00pm Brownies
6:30pm Handbells

11
9:00am Yoga
1:30pm Canadian
Islamic Assoc.
3:00pm Singing
JAM

18
9:00am Yoga
1:30pm Canadian
Islamic Assoc.
3:00pm Singing
JAM

25
9:00am Yoga
1:30pm Canadian
Islamic Assoc.
3:00pm Singing
JAM

9:30am Drop In
Yoga
4:00pm
Community Choir

12
9:30am Drop In
Yoga

19
9:30am Drop In
Yoga
10:00am Phoenix
Workshop

26
9:30am Drop In
Yoga
2:00pm Funeral
for Margaret
Wallace
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New magazine available through Children’s Ministry
By Helen Reed

Children's Ministry continues to try and find ways to keep up with our young families.
During this COVID time, families have been making wise choices in keeping their children
safe.
We have missed seeing them at church, but totally understand the caution.
We have connected with Spirit Packs and videos, we have invited families to be scripture
readers.
We were delighted to have children's voices in our services where we could,
and to have a Christmas tree decorated by them.
Casey continues to update the bulletin board in the entry to the church
with reminders of the stories that we can explore together.
Our latest endeavour is a new magazine -- Beyond!
This is created by United Church children's ministry folk of Chinook Winds and Pacific Mountain Regional
Councils and is designed specifically for families who want to continue their church connection at home.
It contains activities and biblical stories and gives rituals and prayers and ideas of connecting daily decisions
with God. We'll be checking in with families to share how we are doing too.
Each of our Young Families will be receiving copies of this magazine throughout the year -- we hope that they
enjoy them.

Affirm United Anniversary
By Marian Girvan

On March 6th, Camrose United will celebrate its 6 th
anniversary since becoming an affirming ministry and
part of Affirm United.
Part of this journey was the creation of an affirming statement
created by the Social Concerns Committee and adopted by
our congregation.
It states, “Camrose United Church proclaims an inclusive
welcome to all people in the full spectrum of age, ability,
ethnic identity, gender identity, sexual orientation, and social
class. We are committed to being a safe community and we
celebrate the gifts diversity brings. All are invited to fully
participate in the worship and work of our community”.
I believe this affirming statement encompasses all of Jesus’s
teachings on being inclusive. Jesus even chose his apostles
from many different backgrounds; those that may not have
associated with one another if not for following Jesus.
This is an excerpt that I recently read from "Daily
Devotional" written by Linda Bailey, an online source

An affirming prayer

www.daily-devotional.org, “Imagine if the rainbow was just
one colour arched across the sky. It would still look nice, but
nowhere near as cool. Imagine if there was just one note in
music. The Gregorian Monks would still have their song repertoire;
however, music as we know it would be drastically changed.
When we start to appreciate each other’s diversity, then we
can pray with joy, even for those so different to ourselves”.
She included a prayer which reads: “Lord
when we clash with someone, we need to
realize that they were still made from your
creativity. Help us to learn to love diversity
rather than to control conformity. Amen.”
I am grateful to belong to Camrose United; a
church community that accepts me and all
people from many walks of life, regardless of
economic or social status.

Loving Creator, let the rain come and wash away the ancient grudges, the bitter hatreds held and nurtured over generations. Let the
rain wash away the memory of the hurt, and neglect. Then Oh God, let the sun come out and fill the sky with beautiful rainbows.
Let the warmth of the Sun heal us wherever we are broken. Let it burn away the fog so that each of us sees each other clearly, so
that we can move beyond labels, beyond accents, gender, sexual orientation, or skin color. Let the warmth and brightness of the sun
melt our selfishness, so that we can share the joy and sorrow of our neighbors. And let the light of the sun be so strong that we will
see all people as our neighbors.
Let the Earth, nourished by rain, bring forth flowers to surround us with your beauty, and let the mountains teach our hearts to reach
upward to heaven. Then, Dear God, grant us comfort, give us peace, and allow us strength to enable us to Stand up, Fight for, and
be a Voice for Equality. In Jesus’ name, Amen!
Offered by Rev. Debra J. Hopkins, Black trans woman, minister at Sacred Souls Community Church in Charlotte, NC
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Sunday

March 9 Camrose
Learn about…
Habitat for
Humanity

March 2
Ash Wednesday

Wednesday

March 17 Prayers
for those who are
hungry.

March 10 Prayers
for open minds to
find solutions to
support each other.

March 3 Prayers
For courage to be
truthful, to see
where loving action
can be shared.

Thursday

March 25
Make a fair trade
choice

March 18
Call a friend you
haven’t connected
with for a while

March 11
Lift up a child
With praise and
encouragement

March 4
Let go of 3 items in
your home that
hold you back.
25 cents for each

Friday

March 19
What is your
favourite meal?
Share it with a
friend.
March 26
Pick up some litter

March 12
Don’t buy a thing!
Put money in the
giving jar instead.

March 5
What five things
are you thankful
for?

Saturday

Lent Calendar 2022 – Camrose United Church

March 8
10 cents for every
Please and
Thank You
heard today
March 16
Camrose
Learn about…
The Food Bank

March 24 Prayers
for Peace and a
healthy world.

Tuesday

March 7
M&S highlight
Giftswithvision.ca
Equine Assisted
Learning
March 15
10 cents for every
Hello you share.

March 23
Camrose Learn
about…
Thrift Store

March 31 Prayers
for the homeless in
Camrose, Canada
Global.

Monday

March 14
M&S highlight
Giftswithvision.ca
Food for the North
March 22
25 cents for every
live plant in your
house

March 30
Camrose
Learn about…
The Open Door

Lent is a time of
reflection...what can
we do better?
Who are we
missing?

March 21
M&S highlight
Giftswithvision.ca
Environmental Fund

March 29
25 Cents for every
pair of shoes you
own

April 7 Prayers
for places in the
world suffering.

April 14
Maundy Thursday

April 2
Where is your
home? What
makes it home?
Enjoy it!
April 9
25 cents
Number of times
you’ve looked
forward to Easter

April 1
Be a good steward,
tidy something
up…
No joke
April 8
Send an Easter
card to someone

April 12
Buy a meal or
coffee for someone
in need today—
pay it forward.

April 16

April 5
25 cents for every
drink you have
today.

March 28
M&S highlight
Giftswithvision.ca
Aid for Displaced
people
April 4
M&S highlight
Giftswithvision.ca
Wells for
Zambia
April 11
M&S highlight
Giftswithvision.ca
Women without
Homes.

April 18
Easter Monday

April 15
Good Friday

April 6
Camrose…
what’s your local
project?
Tell someone
about it!
April 13
Reflect on your
Lenten journey of
living an attitude
of gratitude
.

We remember how fortunate we are to live where we are.
With gratitude, we remind ourselves of the importance of
loving ALL of God’s world. Donations to Mission & Service
support those who are not as fortunate we are. Learn their
stories.
March 6– Lent 1
Come to church
Affirming church.
Financial
Conversation
March 13-Lent 2
Come to church
Daylight
Savings
Spring ahead!
March 20 – Lent 3
Come to church

March 27– Lent 4
Come to church

April 3 – Lent 5
Come to church
Annual Meeting

April 10 – Lent 6
Come to church

April 17
Easter Sunday…
Really…
come to church :)
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Fast action and suspense make a compelling read
Story and photo by Alex Oliver

Waubgeshig Rice’s latest novel inspired by the 2003 blackout
in Eastern Canada, Moon of the Crusted Snow is set in the
future on an Anishinaabe reservation in Northern Ontario.
The 215-page novel is divided into three parts, Autumn,
Winter, and Spring. The small community is held hostage
because power and communication within the community and
from the outside world has been cut off. The residents begin
to realize that they must soon fend for themselves since
supplies are running low; and there is no way of knowing that
help may come from outside. The harshness of the winter,
lack of food, heat, and no gasoline or diesel takes its toll with
twenty-two people dying from this severity. The reader sees
the story through the eyes of its protagonist Evan Whitesky.
What we as readers witness is an allegory. In Anishinaabe
and other Indigenous cultures part of the folklore surrounds a
creature called a Wendigo. This creature of hideous means is
alleged to enter communities during winter and prey upon the
weak and unstable eventually destroying them and eating
them. Some Indigenous Peoples refer to the coming of

Europeans as the Wendigo; and again, when their children were
taken to residential schools; and once more during the Sixties
Scoop. Nevertheless, the Indigenous cultures have been resilient
and although marred, have survived. This story is such a story of
survival and although the ending is open to interpretation, it is a
positive ending in that the Indigenous
culture will continue to survive and even
grow stronger as it resorts to its old ways of
life.
The title refers to the time period of around
February when the winter is at its nastiest.
We as Canadians know the deception of
snow. We are sometimes severely deceived
by the hard crust of snow not knowing what
lies below it just as we can be severely
deceived by the outer crust of personalities,
governments, institutions, and laws.
Please take an afternoon, that’s all, to read this compelling novel.
And, look forward to the sequel due to be published in the fall 2022.

We are blessed when we give

ENVELOPES

By Sylvia French, Church Council;
Graph provided by Margot Thirsk, Envelope Secretary

Thank you very much for supporting the work of Camrose United Church
through your donations. Every thoughtful gift makes a difference.
Remember the words the Lord Jesus himself said: “It is
more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35, NIV.
When we return a portion of our financial blessings to God through our
offerings, we invest in God’s ministry and mission, and we create an
opportunity for God to work through us and through our church. The
donations you give at this time of the year allows Camrose United to
make plans and commitments to our programs and staff for the upcoming
year.
SUMMARY OF GIVINGS TO DEC 31, 2019
# of
% of
amount % of total
Level of givings
donors donors
given
amount

A

$1 to $499

53

21%

13,298.61

4%

B

$500 to $999

34

14%

24,586.50

7%

C

$1000 to $2999

60

24%

102,417.14

31%

D

$3000 & more

24

10%

168,034.08

51%

Subtotal of envelopes & PAR

171

69%

308,336.33

93%

Other identifiable contributors

77

31%

19,265.40

6%

4,581.76

1%

Unknown contributors
Total
TOP
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100% 332,183.49

100%

Are you recycling and using up your old offering
envelopes?
Please check to see that your number hasn't
changed.
If you use the wrong number someone else may
get your gifting credit.
Check with the office to be sure you've got the
right number.

Memorial garden and plaque at Camrose United
Story and photograph provided by Brian Nelson, Social Concerns Committee

The Social Concerns Committee and the Garden Committee have been developing a memorial garden at Camrose United Church
over the last five years. We have established the garden just north of the Main Entrance and have perennials and healing plants in
it every year with benches and walkways.
During this time we have had requests from people to fund benches and planters, and
to put memorial plaques on those items. We have decided to not take that route
because of the possibility of theft of items not firmly anchored.
In response to the requests for memorial items, we intend to install a large wall-mounted
memorial that people can purchase brass nameplates for and have permanently
affixed to the wall facing Main Street. We thought that this would be a nice idea as our
church does not have any space for graves, mausoleums or even a columbarium to
Example of memorial plaque to be wall
store cremated remains. Most of the windows have been sponsored, so there is no
real way that people can celebrate their loved one’s connection to the Camrose United mounted
Church. For a one time cost of $350.00 you can sponsor the memorial garden, help
pay for the upkeep, and create a lasting memorial for your loved ones who have passed.
There will be forms at the church office that you can fill out and make an application for a name plaque to be mounted on the wall of
the Church facing the Main Street. Contact the Church office for more details (780) 672-2176.

Women of Coronation Presbytery send greetings
By Marilyn Penfound—contact for the UCW’s within the former Coronation Presbytery

As congregations prepare for Annual meetings, the Alberta UCW is also preparing for it’s Annual meeting on April 21-23, 2022.
Due to Covid the meeting will be held on Zoom.
The theme is “Getting to Know You: All God’s People”. Claire McMordie from Scarboro United will share the process they are following as they sponsor a refugee. If you or your women’s group are interested in ‘zooming in’ contact Marilyn Penfound
The last two years have been very difficult. We have not been able to gather in June to worship, visit, share and see smiling faces.
Marilyn expressed her hope that UCW groups have been connecting either at church or phone calls or emails. And that they take
care to look after each other. UCW groups are invited to share of some creative things that they have done to stay connected as
UCW or as a church. Marilyn would like to add those stories to her report to the Alberta UCW due on March 1.
“KEEPING IN TOUCH” – the National UCW News letter — is full of news of the 60th Anniversary celebrating in July in Sydney, NS.
It would be wonderful if we could have representatives from this area planning to register. Marilyn is already planning to attend.
For those of you who were part of the “Child Well Being Initiative” by making dolls, etc. the latest Banner (Alberta UCW newsleter) has a wonderful history written by Sharon Prenevost. If you don’t get The Banner be in contact with myself or Barbara
Davison.

By spring or summer we hope that UCW’s will be able to gather so Marilyn is hoping to plan to have some sort of 60th Anniversary
celebration for UCW. The National UCW has provided three worship services from for us to choose from. I agree with our National
UCW President Nancy that we need to sing the familiar hymn “May the God of Hope Go with Us Every Day”.

CAMROSE
UNITED
CHURCH
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Contact Us:
Phone: 780-672-2176
Email: camroseunited@yahoo.ca
Website: www.camroseunited.ca

Our Address:
4829 - 50th Street
Camrose, Alberta T4V 1P6

