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United Church Annual Meeting
Mar 1/2020

Camrose United Church
Annual Congregational Meeting
March 1st, 2020
1. Call to Order at 11:25 a.m. by Malcolm Barr and Neil Lunty.
2. Quorum – document circulated for the signature of those in attendance which will be attached
to the minutes to signify that quorum was reached.
3. Opening Prayer: Pastor John Helps lead those in attendance with an opening prayer.
4. Enabling Motions:
a) Motion made by Wayne Lowther and seconded by Kay Steblyk that voting privileges on all
matters except by-law changes be extended to adherents of the Camrose United Church.
b) Motion made by Brian Hunter and seconded by Margo Thirsk that Malcolm Barr and Neil
Lunty be elected as Joint Chair of the Annual Congregational Meeting.
c) Motion made by Joy-Anne Murphy and seconded by Ray Johnson that Marian Girvan be
elected as recording secretary.
d) Motion made by Carol Barr and seconded by Jack Kamphorst that an order of the meeting
be called for at 12:00 noon, and then resume at 12:30 p.m.
All enabling motions approved unanimously.
5. Chair recognized Council, Committees, and Team members present.
6. Approval of Agenda
Motion made by Tom Dobbie and seconded by Wayne Lowther to approve the circulated
agenda. Carried
7. Minutes of Congregational Meetings; May 12, 2019 and November 24, 2019
Motion made by Alex Oliver and seconded by Cathy Kennedy to approve the minutes of
congregational meetings May 12th, 2019 and November 24h, 2019. Carried
8. Minutes of Council Meetings; January 7th and February 19th, 2020
Motion made by Darlene Jacobsen and seconded by Bonnie Oliver to ratify Council meeting
minutes of January 7th and February 19th, 2020. Carried
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9. Acceptance of Reports
a) Motion made by Irene Johnston and seconded by Kay Steblyk to receive for information the
reports of Council, Committees, Teams and UCW as published in the Annual Report.
Carried
b) Motion made by Donna Stewart and seconded by Gerry Kennedy to receive the report of
the Minister, submitted by Pastor John Helps, as published in the Annual Report. Carried
10. Financial Statements for 2019
Chartered Professional Accountant, Neil Lunty prepared Financial Statement for 2019 and
spoke to the submission.
Motion made by Tom Dobbie and seconded by Stan Wagner to accept the Financial
Statements for 2019. Carried
11. Legacy Gift Fund
The members of the Legacy Gift Committee recommended that 100% of interest earned and
new donations be available for distribution as the original guidelines.
Motion made by Cathy Kennedy and seconded by Dixie Fischer to accept the recommendation
to use 100% of earned interest and new donations for distribution as per the original guidelines.
Carried
12. Building Reserve Fund
Motion made by Monica MacPherson and seconded by Christine Heyhurst that a Building
Reserve Fund be created and that 25% of the gross annual rental income be transferred to the
fund. Carried
13. Mission and Service Fund
Motion made by Joy-Anne Murphy and seconded by Brian Hunter that the Mission and Service
goal for 2020 be $45,000. Carried
14. Salary increases 2020
Motion made by Julie Smith and seconded by Alex Oliver to approve 2020 salaries and
benefits for church staff as recommended by Ministerial and Personnel Committee. Carried
15. Proposed Budget for 2020
Malcolm Barr presented the budget and provided explanation.
Motion made by Wayne Lowther and seconded by Kay Steblyk to accept the Budget 2020 as
presented. Carried
16. Communication
- 2019 the congregation adopted the Communication Plan as drafted by Mary Ann Pastuck.
- Increased two-way communication between Committee(s) and Council.
- Continuing with a spring and fall gathering of Council and Committees.
- Reported on a monthly basis our givings.
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-

Seeking input on what the congregation would like to see in the way of communicating our
financial position.

17. Alternative ways of fund-raising at Camrose United
Motion made by Alex Oliver and seconded by Tom Dobbie that Camrose United Church
Council conduct a survey of our congregation to see if there is support to apply for an Alberta
Gaming and Liquor Commission (AGLC) licence to conduct raffles for fund-raising in our
church.
Purpose of motion is to get a sense of the congregation’s attitude towards holding raffles,
50/50s, or bingo as fund-raising events. Discussion followed.
Motion Carried.

18. Elections
a) Council - 5 members
Brian Hunter nominated for re-election to Council - Bill Sears, Malcolm Barr, Marian Girvan,
and Neil Lunty;
Wayne Lowther nominated Darlene Jacobsen to Council. Called for nominations 3 times; no
further nominations; nominations closed. Election not required.
b) Board of Trustees
Jerome Stetar stepped down from the Trustees.
Motion made by Cathy Kennedy and seconded by Alex Oliver to approve the following
persons as Trustees for 2020; Cathy Andreassen, Bob Stewardson, James Mayer, Jean
Martens, Leon Lohner, and Wayne Lowther
Called for nominations from the floor; none received.
c) Committee Nominations
Worship
Add Dee White

Social Concerns
Remove Ina Nielsen
Add Alex Oliver and Brian
Nelson
Ministerial & Personnel
Add Sharilyn Cook

Counters
Add Don MacLeod

Stewardship
Add Pat Stetar; Darlene
Pierson; and Monica
Macpherson
Motion made by Monica Macpherson and seconded by Ray Johnson to approve the
committee nominations with the amendments. Carried
d) Northern Spirit Regional Representative(s)
Motion made by Lilyon Lunty and seconded by Joy-Anne Murphy to nominate Darlene
Pierson and Pat Stetar as Northern Spirit Regional Representatives. Carried
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19. Minutes of Annual Congregation Meeting 2019
Motion made by Wayne Lowther and seconded by Gerry Kennedy that the minutes be
approved as circulated with spelling correction to 14.h should read “Sharilyn” Cook. Carried
20. Expressions of Appreciation
Malcolm Barr on behalf of Council thanked all the Committees for their continuing work. Thank
you also to Pastor John Helps, Darryl Dewalt, Jack Kamphorst and Teri Sikstrom, our church
staff. Special thanks to Teri Sikstrom for all her support to the Council and Camrose United
Church. Alex Oliver thanked the Council for all the work it has done.
21. Meeting adjourned by Brian Hunter at 1:10 p.m.
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Annual Report of Church Council

Camrose United Church Council - Annual Report 2020
Our Vision: To become a safe community where no one feels alone and everyone feels
at home
Our Mission: Together, we celebrate & share Gods love
Council's Purpose:
To work together with the ministry team, all committees, sub-committees,
the staff, the congregation, and the community to learn & guide operations of
Camrose United Church.
To work with our Mission and Vision statements close in mind, heart, and soul.
The past year was a most challenging and interesting year for your council and indeed
our entire congregation. The COVID Crisis drastically altered how we were able to meet
and greet and still feel like a congregation and family of people.
The year started normally enough with John Helps as our full-time Student minister.
Normalcy ended in early March with the advent of COVID which is still with us. Decisions
were made at that time to discontinue regular weekly services in light of the public health
guidelines “for a few weeks until the crisis passed over”. Little did we know that we would
still be in that situation almost a year later. While in-person services were discontinued,
various church groups and rental groups were able to meet in the church depending
on Alberta Health Guidelines from time to time. A decision was made to go “online”
with services which is where we are today.
In May, John determined that “pulpit ministry” was not his calling and tendered his
resignation to accept a calling to return to his first passion and he moved to Nanaimo
to work with a Christian-based homeless community. A joint search committee was formed,
and many willing volunteers jumped on board. At the end of the day, a recommendation
was made to call Reverend Helen Reed to become our full-time minster. Council
enthusiastically endorsed their recommendation. We were all delighted when Helen
accepted the call to “return home” and she joined us effective October 1.
Online weekly services have continued since March and have been enthusiastically viewed
by a large portion of our congregation. We are most grateful for John’s leadership of
the same until he left us and for Mary Ann Pastuck hosting our services between
John’s leaving and Helen’s arrival. In recent months, the online ministry has expanded
to include youth programing with Casey Reed and Helen leading the same.
The entire “online” process has so very capably been coordinated by Darryl Dewalt
(our fantastic music leader and jack-of-technical-matters). His music skills with the capable
assistance of JoyAnne, Davis, and Sarah have made these services extra special.
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Thanks to your generosity, our donations in 2020 were slightly in excess of what they
were in 2019. Along with some specific donations, this allowed us to totally replace
all of the upstairs and downstairs windows in the hall. With some government COVID
assistance, we have been able to balance the books again in 2020 and we head into 2021
in a healthy financial position. This is even with our rental income obviously
being down due to groups not meeting. Thanks to you all for making it possible for this
to happen.
We are most grateful for the guidance and assistance we received this year from John
Helps while he was with us, Sandy Ferguson (who was our “pastoral relations liaison”
for the year until Helen joined us), and for the renewed enthusiasm that Helen Reed has
brought. Special thanks to Mary Ann Pastuck for so capably filling in during the period
we were without ministry. We are so fortunate to be blessed with a fantastic team
including Darryl Dewalt (Music Minister), Jack Kamphorst (our custodian and general
good-will-ambassador) and Teri Sikstorm (our administrator who makes everything run so smoothly).
Thanks to your generosity and government assistance we have been able to keep all
staff gainfully employed through the pandemic. Jack has been busy painting and
doing many “rainy day” jobs. You will hardly recognize parts of the building when we
are able to meet in person again.
Special thanks to all of our church groups and committees who have continued to meet in
one form or another and have continued to make invaluable contributions to our church
fellowship in spite of the obvious difficulties imposed upon us all. The summer lawn parties
which were our only real opportunity to meet as a church family were gratefully appreciated
and thanks to the organizers.
Like all of us, your council’s biggest hope for the coming year is the return to live worship
and activities and functions within our church family. We have learned a lot during this past
year and anticipate that worship may look somewhat different when we return. It is hoped
that recorded services will continue after we reconvene to meet the needs of those who
might be nervous about returning or for various reasons are unable to attend. Some of our
equipment has been updated in anticipation of the same, although more remains to be done.
Your council members this past year consisted of Malcolm Barr (Chair),
Neil Lunty (Vice Chair), Sylvia French, Marian Girvan, and Bill Sears. The two-year terms
of Malcolm, Marian, Neil, and Bill term expire March 2022 at which point they can no longer
be re-elected under our bylaws. Sylvia’s first term expires March 2021 and she
is eligible to be re-elected for a further two-year term.
Our bylaws indicate that council should have six members. Thus, we need to elect at
least one new council member this year. If anyone is interested in joining this governing
body, please let any member of Council, Teri or Helen know.
Blessings from your Council and with God's blessing, may we all continue to move forward
positively as we gradually emerge from pandemic times.
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Annual Report of Trustees
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Annual Clergy Report

Dear Camrose United Church,
I am so very glad to have this opportunity to write a letter to you. It is my privilege to have joined
the team of Camrose United Church as of October 1, 2020. This church was my home church
and the church that encouraged me into ministry. God has drawn me back to this place and I
am grateful to be with you again. This re-joining has not been at all what we might have
expected. We have not been able to say hello to each other properly. That time will come.
Since March of 2020 the world has been pivoting, swirling, re-thinking as it grappled with the
effects of COVID-19. Timelines have been so fluid that I’m not sure we know what they are
anymore. For the church, your student minister, Pastor John Helps, teamed up with Music
Minister Darryl Dewalt and created multiple services and reflections each week, probably
thinking this would be a short-lived experiment. It has not been. Then Pastor John found
himself drawn to a new call and moved away in May.
The Worship Committee and Darryl, ably supported by the reflections provided by Minister
Emeritus, Rev. Mary Ann Pastuck, continued to offer weekly worship services. Other
Committees met when they could but restrictions on meeting and worship changed the way that
the church interacted and lived together. For some Committees, the work that they were used
to doing was through face-to-face engagements and they rested and waited to see when they
could resume. Those who rent our facility did their best to team up with us as we created new
procedures to keep everyone safe, but there came a time when all groups stopped to wait for
the right time to return. It is quiet in these halls without the busy-ness and bustle of people.
The Church Council diligently worked to access Government funding to make up for the
shortfalls in revenue caused by COVID-19 cancellations of fundraising events and rentals.
Church members and adherents have continued their support of the church whenever possible,
giving their offerings through PAR, or e-transfers or cheques. There are some who have had to
change their donation priorities and we understand and support them in their decisions.
This is the mix that I was invited into. There was some thought that we might be able to return
to in-person worship, but that was not to be. Your honest feedback and your Council’s caring
and careful reflection on what was the best decision for the health and welfare of all meant that
we continued with online worship.
In the fall time, we began to consider this a time of re-focusing, or catching up on some items
that had been neglected for a while. Committees have moved into the work of checking their
Mandates (what are they really supposed to do?), of verifying that policies etc. reflect our
current practices.

We are looking for new ways to do some old things, and we are also recognizing that some
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will never be the same again. Your staff team of Teri, Jack and Darryl work well together
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keeping everything afloat. I am grateful for their support. As a church, we will be together again
and we will be ready with many stories to share.

We are looking for new ways to do some old things, and we are also recognizing that some
things will never be the same again. Your staff team of Teri, Jack and Darryl work well
together keeping everything afloat. I am grateful for their support. As a church, we will be
together again and we will be ready with many stories to share.
Please continue to join us in worship, work and prayer through this difficult time in the
world’s history.
Our United Church Creed tells us “We are not alone.” That phrase reminds me that through
this chaotic time God is with us. Remember that God is always with us: through the valleys,
through the chaos, through the worst of times to the best of times.
Take a moment to recognize the Holy right beside you, among us, within us. Blessings
friends… God will bring us together again.
Helen
Rev. Helen Reed, Diaconal Minister.
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Office Administrator’s Report

2020 has been a very challenging year, mostly due to the uncertainty of the pandemic and
it’s challenges.
The office has had quiet year for the most part, the first 3 months were busy with facility
rentals and the comings and goings that they brought.
The office has brought some very welcomed cost cutting methods for the Church,
The following chart shows the areas where we have made changes to bring expenses down.
We have renegotiated our telephone services as well as the copying lease to bring a
significant savings to those two expense lines.
The chart shows the actuals from the last four years and we are at approximately a 65%
savings on these expenses.
Please note that the Copying expenses are not a true reflection as we have not been
printing Bulletins and Chronicles since March, however the per copy cost as well as the
lease amount have been reduced.

Telephone
Internet
Subtotal
Copying
Copier Lease

Actual usage for year

2017
5,122.46
860.51
5,982.97
481.83
6,081.00

2018
3,461.16
879.32
4,340.48
1,782.35
3,686.52

2019
1,804.80
671.63
2,476.43
894.82
3,429.00

2020
1,053.31
0.00
1,053.31
404.70
2,654.73

12,545.80

9,809.35

6,800.25

4,112.74

We continue to look for ways to reduce expenses that will allow for the upgrading in other
areas.
I would like to take a minute to thank Jack and Darryl for all the help they bring to the office.
They are an awesome resource for support and ideas to keep things running smoothly. I am
fortunate to be able to count on them to offer ideas and support to help in any project.
I think we are very fortunate to have a very talented, flexible and hard- working team that
works well together to get the job done. I count on them every day for their opinions and
ideas and to bring their expertise to ideas that I may come up with and together we can
decide how to make things work so well. Council has been most supportive.
I very fortunate to have such a supportive group around me, the staff, the committees and
the congregation members make this a very enjoyable place to work.
Thank you. Teri Sikstrom.

Camrose United Church Annual Report 2020
12

Annual Music Minister’s Report

I always struggle with what to say in these Annual Reports, so that’s at least one way that this
year is not different.
If you’ve been watching our service videos and reading the Top Sacred News (TSN), you
already know something about how I’ve been spending my time since our last in-person
worship in March. The June edition of TSN had a summary of the video production process, in
case you missed that. That continued in much the same way, with Mary Ann Pastuck helping
us out from the time of Pastor John’s leaving through to Helen’s arrival at the beginning of
October.
We did have EmBellish handbells running for a couple of short periods first in the summer,
ringing outside, then moving inside until restrictions increased in November. For each of
those, we did some adapting to fit within the health recommendations. Choir rehearsals, like
in-person worship, have remained suspended throughout.
I am grateful for your many, many words of encouragement through all of this; I am grateful
that the on-line worship services have been meaningful for so many of you. Thank you to
everyone who has participated in our video services, either recording at home or coming into
the church. Thank you also to the rest of our staff — it is a great staff to work with: Teri and
Jack are always willing to help where they can, while Helen brings many gifts and such an
uplifting presence. And of course, thanks to Mary Ann for all she brought to our worship for
those interim months, and to Pastor John for his time with us and getting us started with our
video services.
I look forward to seeing more of you more regularly as this year goes on; in this season of
Epiphany - the season during which we celebrate the spreading of the light of Christ - there is
indeed, as the expression goes, light at the end of the tunnel.
Darryl Dewalt
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Committee Reports

Christian Formation/Children’s Ministry

Envelope Secretary.

Membership

Media Team

Ministry and Personnel

Pastoral Care

Worship

Property Committee

Social Concerns
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Christian Formation/Children’s Ministry

Children’s Ministry Report
By Casey Reed
Well, we all know that 2020 didn’t go as planned. With that we
had to overcome challenges and do things a little bit differently
than we normally would.
The Children’s Ministry decided to take the program online like
the church is doing. So once a week Helen and I get together
and put together an 8 minute or so power point (like the church
does) for the children to follow along with their families.
Spirit Packs for the Children are available once week to pick
up on the Children’s Ministry Bulletin Board at the church. The packs include a paper copy
of the service and supplies to do a craft. We have received good feedback about the
program and we see that more folk are watching our videos too.
I was able to take part in one Core Godly Play training in
March before everything got shut down. Then I discovered
later in the year that there is a Godly Play Training Online for
January and February of 2021. I look forward to finishing
these off.
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Envelope Secretary 2020
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Membership Committee Annual Report

Membership Committee Report January 1, 2020 to December 31 2020
Like all of us, the Membership Committee started off the New year thinking this would
be just another routine year where we needed to take a look at our work plan to see
what was coming in the next few months. We got so far as to review and update our
Historic Roll, and to carry out our annual campaign to renew subscriptions for the
Broadview magazine. Little did we suspect that before we could complete our
campaign that all activities in the church would be suspended indefinitely for an
astonishing new threat in the form of a global pandemic.
We were in the middle of our Broadview campaign and now had no way of completing
our task. With a quick change of strategy, we switched to a telephone campaign to
see who wanted to renew, with the promise of collecting later. In an act of faith, the
church sent in a cheque for the amount of the renewal and word was sent out to
everyone to drop off your payment whenever you can get into the church. Not
surprisingly, over the next few months every single subscription was reimbursed.
From the beginning of April on, the meetings of the Membership Committee were
suspended. We have gone on with the assumption that this would end soon and we
would meet again to pick up our responsibilities where we left off… and we continue
to wait. In the meantime, Teri has been keeping track of the few changes to the
Servant Keeper Directory. Deaths and changes requested in the Historic Roll are
being documented and await a meeting of the committee to approve them. We look
forward to the coming of a vaccine and along with it the hope that we will all be able
to gather again soon.
Committee members:
Deb Trout
Brenda Mucz
Janet Berry
Respectfully submitted;
Carol Barr, Chair
Membership Committee Camrose United Church

Camrose United Church Annual Report 2020
17

In Memoriam
January 1, 2020 December 31, 2020*
Maxine Dorothy Cole
Robert William Lindsey
Raymond Allen Hurley
Leona Myrtle Krause
Arthur Reginald Reeves
Dorothy Joyce Gibson
Norman Hans Jacobsen
Bryan Kenneth Giltner

March 14, 2020
March 21, 2020
June 30, 2020
August 11, 2020
November 5, 2020
December 23, 2020
December 28, 2020
December 29, 2020

*Due to COVID 19 many people aren’t having funerals, making it difficult to identify
individuals that are members or adherents of Camrose United Church.
This “In Memorium” has been created with the best information available to the
Membership Committee.
If you know of other names that should be included for the year 2020 please contact
Carol Barr, Membership Chair (carol.r.barr@gmail.com).
An amended list will be created after the Annual Report and published in the Top
Sacred News.
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Media Team

Dear fellow Camrose United Church friends,
It has been a long time since we saw each other in person, due to the COVID-19
pandemic times. I hope you are still doing fine. I want you to catch up with what the
Media Team has been up too.
The Media Team produced four issues of the Top Sacred News in 2020 to keep
everyone posted on the challenges and changes that we encountered along the way.
This annual report allows us an opportunity to share our progress with the rest of the
Camrose United Church congregation. We increased, and will continue to increase, the
number of issues of Top Sacred News that are released because members need to
receive information when our worship services are unavailable and we are unable to
meet in person.
Although volunteers on the Media Team were on hiatus for a couple of months as well,
we continue to meet (sometimes in person and others by Zoom) for inspiring planning
sessions the first Wednesday of the month, although lately it has been the second
Tuesday. That's when the Media Team formulates new strategies. Our philosophy on
the Media Team has been tweaked a bit as we strive for the ultimate goal of improving
our place of worship. The Media Team at the Camrose United Church still dares to have
the most fun every year.
It wasn't just another year in 2020, it challenged us to communicate better and more
often. It is a trend that we would like to continue. The Media Team strongly believes in
connection and that has been a challenge in a year of isolation. We entice the
congregation and community to become informed about what Camrose United Church
has to offer to live out its Mission, and Vision. We spread good cheer through a variety
of media; newsletters, bulletin boards, the Annual Report, a Handbook for Newcomers,
advertising our local newspaper, social media and church website. Now more than ever,
we urge you to keep everyone informed on church news by supplying us with
information to spread to others.
Our plan for success in 2021
3-6 Issues of the Top Sacred News. Each newsletter is filled with well thought material
and it is posted on the web to maximize distribution, as well as reduce our
environmental footprint. We have stories that you can view each quarter.
3-6 Events Ads to spread the news to a larger community, with more opportunities to
learn about what is happening at Camrose United. The community is always
welcomed in our celebrations.
1 Updated Welcome Handbook that makes newcomers to our crowd feel familiar with
our championship team.
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You Can Help Us
We encourage you to assist us in spreading the good news by submitting your stories
and pictures to us about your church projects. Plans for 2021 are to share new ideas to
promote the Camrose United Church, so watch the opportunities develop and
participate with us.
Communicating the life and work of Camrose United Church is a very large undertaking.
Thank you to the Council, Church Committees, UCW, and Special Project Teams for
your great articles. Thanks go out to all members for sharing stories and pictures with
us. It is through everyone's efforts that Camrose United Church programs and events
are reported to the congregation and greater community.
With the costs of mailing continuing to raise, we ask that you submit your email address
to receive the Top Sacred News. We'll still send it to you, however, if you'd rather get it
by mail. Of course, if you can help us pay for postage that would be wonderful!
Team members are: Marian Girvan, Sylvia French, Alex Oliver, Murray Green and exofficio, Reverend Helen Reed. Each team member has a primary leadership role in
contributing to the success of our team.
We are seeking a future lead to be on the Media Team as fresh ideas are always
welcome. Experience is not necessary (cooking skills are an asset when restrictions
have been lifted). We will be happy to welcome you! Ask us for more details on how
you can join us this year. Write soon!
Yours truly,
The Media Team
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Ministry and Personnel

The M&P Committees in pastoral charges are responsible for supporting, overseeing,
and supervising ministry personnel and lay staff.
The M&P Committee has a total of four members: Darlene Pierson, Pat Stetar,
Sharilyn Cook and Adele Gunderson.
The Committee finalized several processes and procedures they had been working on
over the past couple of years. Some of these included Guidelines for File Retention
and Access to Personnel Records; Guidelines for Confidentiality; Retention and
Disclosure of Personal Information Related to Baptismal, Death and Marriage
information; Protocol for the Response to an Emergent/Urgent Medical Incident
During a Service. The following Policies were approved by Council: Bereavement
Leave; Casual Sick Leave for Lay Employees; Compassionate Leave. We are still
working on an Occupational Health and Safety program for the church.
M&P has reviewed and updated Letters of Hire (with a Letter of Agreement) for Teri
Sikstrom, Office Administrator; Darryl Dewalt, Minister of Music; and Jack Kamphorst,
Facility Manager. A Job Description was also prepared for Helen Reed, Lead Minister.
In September the Northern Spirit Regional Council offered an on line zoom meeting,
facilitated by Earl Reaburn, for members of M&P Committees. This was a very
informative presentation which several of our committee attended.
The Committee met several times during the year, however, as all committees have
experienced, it has been difficult to carry on as usual. We are available through
phone calls and/or e-mail to deal with any concerns or bouquets you would like to
bring to our attention.
The Committee can’t thank the staff enough for their dedication and willingness
to adapt to keeping our Church connected and healthy. They have all gone far beyond
their job descriptions, stretching their resources, abilities and time to overcome the
obstacles Covid-19 has presented. We are so blessed to have the staff we do.
THANK YOU!!
Submitted by Pat Stetar
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Pastoral Care

How times change! Hopefully we can continue to adapt with new information and a hopeful
attitude.
Pastoral Care has taken on a different look this year after March as we faced a new challenge
for us all. We have continued to meet sometimes at the church with social distancing, while
others have been by phone, Zoom meetings and e-mails. As always, we see the congregation
as important members of our caring congregation as we all can keep in touch with our
members. This year of isolation and limited contact has made the phone calls and letters most
important. Thank you for your continuing care.
The Pastoral Care Committee contacts our congregational members in long term care and in
lodges including Rosealta, Deer Meadows, Bethany Meadows, Louise Jensen Center,
Rosehaven and Seasons. Though this has been a year of no personal visits since March, we
have been sending e-mails, notes and phone calls. Hospital visiting has not been allowed for
some time.
Many thanks must go to Doreen Walline who contacts those who have suffered bereavement
during this difficult time. Doreen sends booklets to comfort the bereaved which are received
with gratitude according to letters and calls she has received.
The prayer shawl ministry is another form of care given for comfort. Those handmade shawls
are given as a tangible sign of the congregation’s care in times of need or celebration. There
are many knitters and crocheters that provide these beautiful gifts that are given when we are
aware of a need. Please keep in mind that we need your help in knowing who might appreciate
one of these shawls.
The Card Ministry is an outreach program where Marg Prestage and Gwen Sheets send cards
of congratulations, good wishes, get well or sympathy on behalf of the congregation. Let them
know of anyone who would appreciate this gift of caring.
Thanks to John Helps and Colleen Nelson for initiating a phone group who have been
contacting congregational members throughout this time. This outreach is so important to our
members and all the congregation can keep in touch.
Minister Helen Reed gives direction and encouragement to our committee. At the November
meeting the prayer shawls were blessed by our minister as this had not been done for some
time. However, there is a blessing in every shawl that comes our way for which we are grateful.
Our committee members: Colleen Nelson, Marg Brown, Ray Johnson, Doreen Walline, Penny
Sawchyn, Dave Edwards, Jan Edwards- Secretary and Kay Rud- Chair.
Please feel free to contact our committee if a need arises that we can address (as the
grapevine and communication links are sometimes lacking.)
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Worship Committee

WORSHIP and SACRAMENTS COMMITTEE 2020
Committee members: Margery Gaede, Julie Smith, Lilyon Lunty, Dee White, Kay Steblyk
Ex-officio members: Darryl Dewalt, (John Helps) Helen Reed
It is the mandate of the Worship Committee to ensure that worship services fulfil the needs and
spiritual aspirations of our diversified congregation:
The Committee met in person only three times this year - February 1st, March 11th and
November 6th. On March 19th the Church went into required pandemic
lockdown. Restrictions were eased somewhat in October, but went into a further lockdown
commencing December 13th. In person Worship services were suspended on March 22nd and
have remained suspended.
Online worship services commenced in March. At that time John Helps was our minister. We
began with three services weekly, moving to two in May, and then, at the recommendation of
Council and the Worship Committee, to a single weekly service starting in July. The production
of these services was mainly performed by Darryl, with John providing the message. Pastor
John‘s time with us ended in the middle of May. Upon request from Council and our committee
MaryAnn Pastuck provided leadership in preparing and delivering the sermon part of the
service. Helen Reed was welcomed as our new minister October 1st and now leads us in our
on-line Worship.
Darryl continues to facilitate production of the service and provides the excellent and muchappreciated music leadership. Presently there are 70 to 100 views of this service weekly. More
views happen on “special Sundays”. We feel the actual number of persons viewing is a little
higher that stated, with couples/family watching together.
In addition to the regular weekly services, Helen has provided an on-line communion service
using Zoom on the 1st Sunday of each month. Christmas Eve was celebrated with a virtual
candle-light service, communion and special music.
Online services have included lectors, candle-lighters and music leadership from congregation
members and others. These persons have volunteered to help with services. Many of these
persons have performed their service from their homes, and their virtual readings, etc. are then
included in the weekly service.
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Sanctuary decorating was done on a much smaller scale
this year. Julie provided decoration for Thanksgiving. She
also decorated the Sanctuary Christmas tree, with Lilyon
and Kay completing the Christmas Sanctuary decorating.
Photos of these decorations enhanced the on-line
services.
In addition to his musical talents, we acknowledge Darryl’s
much needed assistance creating and updating the
Camrose United Church website, and his considerable
computer skills required to provide the excellent online
services we are privileged and blessed to view.
.
We are grateful for the leadership, guidance and support
of our ministerial team and church staff in 2020: John
Helps (January to mid May), Helen Reed, Darryl Dewalt,
Teri Sikstrom and Jack Kamphorst.

Alternative Worship Service - Sacred Pause
We are in our fifth year of Sacred Pause, a short lay-led, candlelight, contemplative service
consisting of several assorted readings (from Iona, Rumi and other spiritual sources) along with
silence and short songs. This service was held in the Sanctuary on the third Monday evening of
January and February.
Since the pandemic lockdown this service has also been suspended.
Kyla Sawden provides a monthly e-mail including spiritual readings and supporting musical
recordings until the group can again meet personally to worship.
Respectfully submitted: Kay Steblyk
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Property Committee

Mission statement: The purpose of the Property Committee is to support the faith community
through planning for and maintenance of the church building and its contents.
Members: Jack Kamphorst (Facility Manager), Bonnie Oliver (UCW), Leon Lohner (Trustees),
Don Macleod, Irena Kully-Thiessen, Cathy Kennedy (Secretary)
(Currently we do not have a chairperson, but share the duties among the committee members.
We would welcome to our committee anyone who is interested in assisting with making
decisions about upgrades to our facility.)
The Property Committee ordinarily meets the first Thursday of each month except for July and
August, but during this year of COVID 19 restrictions we cancelled meetings April, May, June
and December. We did meet at the beginning of July to update committee members. In spite of
fewer meetings we did manage to complete a number of projects.
Rentals – Property Committee, in consultation with Council, Trustees and the Office Manager
as needed, is responsible for negotiating with lease and rental groups. This has been a
challenging year for all groups involved, so rental fees were cancelled for groups
renting/leasing space in our building during months when they were not actually meeting.
About Time Productions, who lease most of the second floor of the CE wing, has been reinvented as Phoenix Productions, under new ownership but with many of the same personnel
involved, and they are continuing with the lease agreement that had been negotiated with
About Time Productions.
Major Projects for 2020
1. Upgrading CE Wing windows and north doors
-In January/February Five Star Home Solutions replaced all the windows on the
second floor of the CE wing with Triple pane, argon filled windows. They also
upgraded the north exterior doors.
Total cost for both projects was approximately $30,000.
-In the late fall five Star replaced all the main floor windows with Triple pane, argon
filled windows. A hearty “Thank You” to two donors who offered to cover the $18,800
cost of this project.
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2. Lighting upgrade to 2nd floor area leased to About Time Productions
-The original lighting fixtures were replaced with new LED lighting. Thank you to
Jack Kamphorst, Dave Steblyk and Stan Wagner for their volunteer hours for doing the
removal and installation, reducing the total cost by $500 – final cost being about
$1800. D-2 Electric also installed an exterior motion Sensor light near the north
entrance.
3. Fobs to replace keys: In consultation with Church Council, the locking system for
the main doors was replaced with a fob system that can be controlled from the office
computer. The other doors had the locks changed with only staff members having
access to the keys.
Other Projects
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.

Completed the upgrade of washroom signage.
Re-organized the storage in the “dungeon”
Purchased metal shelving for storage bins for the choir room.
New Safe purchased for the office.
Jack Kamphorst repainted the minister’s office and we purchased a new
desk.
Cleaned out the 2nd floor minister’s office to facilitate use as a small
meeting room.
Together with Social Concerns, created deer-proof covers for the three
garden boxes. Thanks to Jack Kamphorst and Joy-Anne Murphy for their
ingenuity and labor.
Consulted with Social Concerns about the possibility of creating new
signage for the church.
Worked on updating the committee Mandate document and the Policy
Document regarding shared use of the Church Building.

Proposed projects for 2021:
1. Completing window upgrades by replacing the old wooden storm windows
on the 1926 structure with sealed plexiglass panels or equivalent –
projected cost $2500.
2. Continuing to work with other committees on possible exterior signage
upgrades.
Respectfully Submitted,
Cathy Kennedy
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Social Concerns

We’ve missed you! It seems so strange to see our beautiful building remain basically empty after all the
years of bustle and engagement, all the full evenings of arts groups and children’s groups.
Historically, the Social Concerns Committee has been a big part of this busy place! We usually put
together a number of after-church meetings, group activities, and guest speakers throughout the church
year. When our church had to close to in-person meetings in March of 2020, much of our work went on
hold as well, as we all waited to see how long these changes would last, or what was coming next.
We did manage to do a couple small gestures toward our usual efforts to engage or stir our community: we
invited people to head out into their neighbourhoods to pick litter in April to mark Earth Day, and we still
planted in May, and nurtured and harvested our vegetable produce throughout the summer and into
September. Once September came around, we realized this might still be a while, so we began to meet as
a committee again, via video conferencing (of course!).
We’ve tried to keep the Mission and Service Fund front of mind as part of the occasional video service.
We’ve begun working with Property and Media to decide on the best sign options for our Main Street
frontage. We hope to update our signage for practical uses - making our regular activities and events more
visible and legible - as well as raising the profile of our passionate church in these changing times by
letting the community know we are still here, still active, still caring.
We continue to hold the Camrose Refugee Society in our thoughts while they await a restart of any refugee
admissions after COVID restrictions lift. And we’ve begun making plans for continuing to reach out on other
issues of justice, equity, peace, and the environment.
We also remain in partnership with Children’s Ministry as that committee begins to build back in size. We
are exploring further training for Casey and possibly Joy-Anne in Godly Play so we are ready for future
interactions with children and families of our congregation and community.
As I write this, chaos has erupted in Washington, D.C. It is my hope that but the time you read this,
resolution will come that will keep people safe, and maybe even allow some of the angry to find some sort
of peace, or at least ways to move forward that prevent or resist harm. We do not know.
What we do know is that it is important to work from where we are; to continue to resist injustice, push for
equity, bring peace and caring for our world and the people in it. If Children’s Ministry, Gardening, Right
Relations Book Club, Refugees, or issues around environment, peace, equity and justice interest you,
please consider becoming a part of our team.
New this year, we have decided to offer suggested term limits for participation on the committee in hopes
that more members might feel encouraged to check us out and offer new insights.
In love, concern and care for all in our community. The Social Concerns Committee
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Group Reports Report 2020
UCW Report
UCW Financials
Risky Ribs
Mens Lunch Group
Right Relations Book Club
Bar Harbour Camp
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UCW Report

United Church Women Report 2020
Camrose United Church Women had an interesting year in spite of the Covid 19 pandemic.
On January 19 seventy-eight people attended a luncheon provided to thank the congregation
for their support during the past year 2019.
On March 6 several UCW members participated in the World Day of Prayer held at the
Anglican church.
Both spring and fall pie days were cancelled along with regular meetings of Lydia Circle and
Unit L.
In lieu of regular church services members of the congregation met every two weeks outside
on the lawn. This is where we learned Helen Reed would become our new minister.
It was suggested at a mini executive meeting that we hold a Virtual Christmas Tea. Members
were encouraged to host their own tea or coffee party and then to make a donation to the
UCW. What a surprise to learn $2,347.00 was donated! People were so generous.
There was no Sharing Tree this year either but items were collected in a bin in the foyer.
Items donated to the Sharing Tree this year were:
1 Toy

21 sweaters

3 pair socks

1 sweater/tam set

4 pair slippers

1 baby snuggly

10 pair mitts/gloves

5 bed jackets

2 head bands

1 Christmas stocking

2 neck warmers

1 vest

26 scarves

4 crib covers

3 face masks

1 quilted afghan/pillow sham

108 toques

1 quilted afghan

5 toque/scarf sets

6 afghans

1 toque/mitt set

15 shawls

Many thanks to everyone who donated their time and talent to produce such an abundance of
items. As the Womens’ Shelter and Rosehaven declined any donations due to COVID, items
were given to the Kinnette’s Silent Santa program, the Open Door and the Emergency
Clothing Depot.
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GENERAL U C W ACTIVITY Dec 1/2019 to Nov 30/2020
Income

Page 1

Gross

Budget 2020

Funeral Lunches

$400.00

$7,000.00

Fund Raisers

$150.00

$5,000.00

Social Functions

$264.00

$500.00

Life Membership Fund

$138.75

$300.00

Unit Gifts

$410.00

$2,000.00

$2,200.00

$500.00

Donations
Thank Offerings

$930.00

Co-op Rebate

$67.00
$4,559.75

Paid Out

Gifts & Expenses
Equipment
Funeral Lunch Exp
Fund Raisers

Budget 2020
$0.00

$850.00

$197.91
$52.30

Social Function

$480.77

$500.00

Kitchen Supplies

$24.79

$200.00

AB NW Conference

$250.00

Memorials Bar Harbour

$200.00

Life Membership Fund

$0.00

$120.00

Mandate (Literature)

$67.48

$65.00

$340.00

$340.00

$0.00

$50.00

Staff Gifts
Program
Operating

Costs

$15,300.00

Bank Charges

$30.00

Honorarium

$50.00

Nov 30/18 Acc Pay Paid

$150.00

$144.80

Mission & Service

$1,200.00

$7,200.00

General Operations

$1,100.00

$2,600.00

$300.00

$300.00

Camrose Women’s Shelter
Wilderness Family Camp
* Other Church Projects
Thanks Offerings

$300.00
-$100.00

$2,100.00

$930.00

Misc. Local Gifts

$75.00
$4,818.05

$15,300.00

Less Acct payable Nov 30-19
Total Amt Paid Out
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Finance and Gifts con't

Page 2
Costs

All Native Circle

Budget 2020

-$100.00

$100.00

Angola Mem. Scholarship

$100.00

Bar Harbour Camp

$200.00

Bissell Centre

$300.00

Bissell Centre Camp

$200.00

Christensen/ Dryburg Mem

$100.00

Hardisty Lake Camp

$200.00

St Stephens College Intern

$300.00

St Andrews College Bursary

$300.00

Jellenek House

$100.00

Naramata Centre

$200.00

* Forward to Page 1

-$100.00

$2,100.00

Total

Cash Reconciliation:
Cash Reconciliation:

$

3,329.93

Income Dec1/ 19 to Nov 30/20

$

4,579.25

Paid Out

$

4,818.05

$

3,091.13

Record Book Balance

Record Book Balance at Nov 30/2019
Bank Reconciliation: Nov 30/2019 Statement
Less O/S cheques
BMO Bank Balance Nov 30/19

2737.88

Record book Balance: Nov 30/19

353.25

Difference
Prepared:
Audited:

3091.13
Doreen Walline. Treasurer:
Camrose United Church Women
Elsie Rudosky.
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Risky Ribs

Risky Ribs needs new blood
By Alex Oliver
The Camrose United Church huge fund-raiser, Risky Ribs, was cancelled in 2020 due
to the Covid-19 epidemic.
The current committee of Alex Oliver, Leon Lohner, Jack Kamphorst, Allen Kennedy,
Roy Cunningham, Wayne Lowther, Jerome Stetar, Theo Thirsk, and Brendan Lunty
has had great fun putting the evening together. It’s a very cohesive, cooperative
group that has shared the responsibilities well over the past 12 years.
Over those years we have brought in more than $6,500.00 each year for various
projects in our church. Our largest contribution was $20,000.00 to assist in reroofing
the church. Currently, the committee has $8,770.00 in the bank.
This fundraiser has acted as an outreach to the community as well. We have had
helpers at the supper from various organizations in the community and from other
churches.
The current committee has held discussions on the fundraiser’s future; and at this
time, we hope that Risky Ribs will be able to continue when we are back to some form
of normality.
However, what is vital is that the committee needs new members to continue to carry
the load. Several of the original members cannot resume some of the heavy physical
duties because of medical conditions. Current members are willing to act in an
advisory capacity as long as we can have others who are willing to take on the hard
work of setting up the supper especially during the day and the evening of the supper.
If we cannot obtain new members, then we will have to disband the team; and,
hopefully, someone will come up with a similar fundraising endeavor to carry on.
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The Men Who Meet for Lunch on Mondays

The men’s group met ten times in 2020, from January. 6 to March 9, with six to eight
men gathering for lunch and conversation.
We were happy to have Pastor John Helps join us for most of these meetings.
After lunch each man is invited to share some personal highlights of the past week,
and we all enjoy this opportunity to keep in closer touch one another.
There is no set topic for the discussion that follows, so we exchange opinions on quite
a variety of subjects. We are all missing these opportunities to be together.
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Camrose Right Relations Book Club

The usual format of meeting and discussing books by Indigenous authors has been
suspended because of the Covid-19 outbreak.
However, we have moved to an alternate arrangement. We are now on Facebook.
Alan Richards has kindly offered to manage the Facebook page. You can access it by
searching on Facebook for Camrose Right Relations Book Club.
This new setup allows people from anywhere in the world to join; and at the present
time we have new members from Ontario.
The hope, of course, is to get back to some normalcy so that we can meet face-toface for discussions. As well, we are looking forward to the time we will be able to
have guest speakers and venture out on field trips.

By Alex Oliver
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Bar Harbour Camp

Bar Harbour Camp. Box 1645, Stettler, Alberta, T0C 2L0
Email: info@barharbourcamp.com Website: www.barharbourcamp.com
Facebook: Bar Harbour Camp Phones: 403-742-4887(Seasonal) 403-664-9266(Secretary)
January 16, 2021
In lieu of an Annual report we offer you this recap of the 2020 season and information for 2021.
We did not run programs or rentals in 2020. As with everything else in the world information
changed so frequently that we could not make commitments to staff, families or renters and be
assured that we could keep them.
We accessed Government funding where we could, took advantage of some work grants and
got some catching up done, perhaps not as much as we had hoped but better than we could
have been.
The 2020 season was so quiet and lonely without our campers and renters and we were looking
forward to seeing everyone again this year.
As you are aware COVID-19 is not done with us yet. The restrictions on groups and gatherings
have not been lifted enough to allow us to safely invite people to join us on site. For summer
camp, we would struggle to play our favourite games even for day camps. As we enter 2021, we
do not know when vaccinations will be enough to change things. Because of this, we find
ourselves in the position of not being able to make promises of camps, jobs, access and so,
once again, camp rests.
In November of 2020, the Bar Harbour Board met and with much discussion and deliberation
decided not to plan for a camping season in 2021. If opportunities present themselves and we
are able to offer camping experiences and/or rentals in 2021, we will do so with the health and
safety of all participants in mind.
Our Annual General Meeting happens at the beginning of February and we hope to offer some
plans for a bit more facility maintenance and improvement in preparation for a return to camp
life.
Your continued support is welcome. You can donate funds to the camp. Mail cheques to the
address above. You can purchase water bottles at $10 each (available by pick up only at
Stettler United Church or Camrose United Church)
Please remember us. There are so many stories, from many generations, of the connections
made through camp: experiences of friendships forged, welcome and inclusion lived, safety
known and faith explored through a community that works to be it’s very best.
Follow us on Facebook and on our Website and we will continue to share plans with you as they
unfold.
From the Board of Bar Harbour Camp.
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Committee Members- 2020

Church Council

Property

Barr
Malcolm
Lunty
Neil
Girvan
Marian
Sears
Bill
French
Sylvia
Jacobsen
Darlene
Counters Group
Thirsk
Margo
Rudosky
Elsie
Rawson
Carol
Gabert
Faith
MacLeod
Don
Fischer
Dixie
Christian Formation
Reed
Casey

Oliver
Kennedy
Kamphorst
McLeod
Kully-Thiessen
Lohner
Social Concerns
Oliver
Mucz
Murphy
Nelson

Funeral Lunch Coordinators
Walline
Doreen
Doreen
Martens
Jean
Legacy Gifts
Barr
Malcolm
Cunningham
Roy
Heyhurst
Alan
Kitchen Support
MacLeod
Arlene
Johansen
Shirley
Media & Communications
Girvan
Marian
Green
Murray
French
Sylvia
Oliver
Alex
Membership
Barr
Carol
Klutz
Donna
Mucz
Brenda
Trout
Deb
Pastoral Care
Edwards
Dave
Walline
Doreen
Rudd
Kaye
Brown
Marg
Sawchyn
Penny
Johnson
Ray
Edwards
Jan
Nelson
Colleen

Stewardship
Pierson
Stetar
MacPherson
Trustees
Stewardson
Martens
Mayer
Lohner
Lowther
Andreassen
UCW
Stewart
Edwards
Walline
Oliver
Calhoun
Steiger
Hunter
Fleming
Ministry & Personnel
Pierson
Stetar
Gunderson
Cook
Worship & Sacrements
Steblyk
Smith
Gaede
Dewalt
Lunty
White

Bonnie
Cathy
Jack
Don
Irena
Leon
Alex
Michael
Joy-Anne
Brian

Darlene
Pat
Monica
Bob
Jean
James
Leon
Wayne
Cathy

Donna
Jan
Doreen
Bonnie
Leona
Joyce
Eileen
Alberta
Darlene
Pat
Adele
Sheralyn
Kay
Julie
Margery
Darryl
Lilyon
Dee
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Budget 2021
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Additional information:
1. The Financial Statements for 2020 are available as a separate package from the Annual Report.
Paper copies of Annual Reports and Financial Statements are available in the Church Foyer.
2. Due to COVID restrictions, we will not be able to have an in-person Annual Meeting for a while.
General Council has given us permission to defer that until at least the end of June.
It is our Council’s preference that a General Meeting be in-person so we will wait.
3. With the temporary authority given by General Council, the Camrose United Church Council has
already passed the budget for 2021 and set the Mission and Service goal for 2021.
4. We will have an Informational Zoom meeting on March 21, 2021 to answer any questions that
may arise out of the reports. You will be asked to register to receive your Zoom connection.
This meeting will be an opportunity for you to ask questions, and give feedback to the Council
about the continuing work of the church. If you need to know small details, it might be helpful to
let us know ahead of time so that we are not scrambling to get an accurate answer for you.
Council may also have some extra questions themselves that they would like to consider with you as,
by then, we will already be almost finished the first quarter of the year.
If you need clarification of information, please don’t feel that you need to wait until March to get it.
-You can contact
Helen Reed, Minister at the office 780-672-2176 email: helen.reed9266@gmail.com
Malcolm Barr, Chair of Council 780-672-7428 email: md_barr@telus.net
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