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Annual Meeting
2021
Camrose United Church

Due to COVID restrictions
an annual meeting was not held in 2021
in regard to the 2020 reports.
With authority given by General Council budgets for 2021 were passed by Council.
We will hold the meeting for the 2020 reports this year.
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Council Annual Report

Our Vision:To become a safe community where
no one feels alone and everyone feels at home
Our Mission: Together, we celebrate & share God’s love
Council's Purpose:
• To work together with the ministry team, all committees, sub-committees, the staff, the
congregation, and the community to learn & guide operations of Camrose United
Church.
• To work with our Mission and Vision statements close in mind, heart, and soul.
The past year was again a most challenging year for your council and indeed our entire
congregation.to say the very least. The ongoing COVID Pandemic continued throughout the
year and continued to alter how we were able to meet and greet and still feel like a
congregation and family of people, with waves of hopefulness of some degree of normalcy
(whatever that has become) over the summer and fall only to plunge right back into
pandemic mode again. Little did we know this would continue for what seems like eternity.
We were able to return to limited number and social distanced live worship bringing back
some degree of togetherness as a church family. However, with many still reluctant or unable
to return to “in person” worship, online video recorded services (or recorded live services)
have become the norm and will undoubtedly continue indefinitely. Online weekly services
were continued all year and have been enthusiastically viewed by a large portion of our
congregation. This enables us to reach a far greater portion of our congregation. Almost all of
our existing rental groups returned during the year and are continuing to utilize our space
with resulting much needed revenue streams.
Council is most grateful to all of our fantastic staff who keep our church running so smoothly.
Helen Reed is the enthusiastic hard-working head of our ministerial team. Her leadership is
gratefully appreciated by all. Council is especially appreciative of all her hard work and
guidance. Worship leadership is just a very small portion of her overall contribution to our
church family.
Our music leader Darry Dewalt coordinates that aspect of our worship. The bell choir has
been able to “socially distance” meet and their contributions to our worship are
enthusiastically received. Choir while not able to actively sing at services due to restrictions
has been meeting when they are able. Darryl has also become our “video technician” and
coordinates and puts together our weekly recorded services.
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Jack Kamphorst continues to do a great job of maintaining our facilities and is our general
goodwill ambassador for anyone who comes into our facility.
Our office administrator Teri Sikstrom keeps the office running smoothly and is our
“bookkeeper”.
Thanks to your generosity and government assistance we have been able to keep all staff
gainfully employed through the pandemic.
Special thanks to all of our church groups and committees who have continued to meet either
in person or via zoom. You have all continued to make invaluable contributions to our church
fellowship in spite of the obvious difficulties imposed upon us all.
Thanks to all of our congregation, but especially thanks to COVID government assistance
during these pandemic times, we are currently in a healthy financial situation. Over the past
two years we have received over $ 104,000 of wage subsidies, rental subsidies and other
COVID relief. All forms of subsidies have now been discontinued and can no longer be
counted on. These subsidies did enable us to complete many projects that that we may not
have been otherwise able to complete, as well as subsidizing some of our normal expenses.
Our actual donations revenue (ignoring donations for special projects) declined in 2021 from
2020 by nearly 9%. As a result, we showed an operating deficit for 2021 before various
subsidies. Our realistic budget for 2022 that we will be asking the congregation to accept
indicates that a “unknown” component of nearly $ 20,000 will be necessary to balance our
books.
Thanks to our current financial position, in the short term these deficits do not pose an
immediate concern. However, we are an aging congregation and there are ongoing warning
signs that we all need to be aware of as we plan for a future that could be somewhat
different. Costs continue to rise. Wages, Utilities, and Insurance all continue to spiral.
Thank you to all of you who donate by PAR or in person. As you contemplate your giving’s
level for 2022, we ask that if you are able that you review your contributions to at least take
into account inflation rates which realistically are currently over 5%.
Like all of us, your council’s biggest hope for the coming year is the return to live worship as
close as possible as we once knew it and that functions within our church family can return to
normalcy. UCW functions and Risky Ribs are two that come to mind.
It is anticipated that online or recorded services will continue after we reconvene to meet the
needs of those who for various reasons are unable to attend. Some of our equipment has
been updated in anticipation of the same, although more remains to be done. We also
anticipate seeing changes in our sanctuary with screens and video to bring us into the
modern world.
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Your council members this past year consisted of Malcolm Barr (Chair), Neil Lunty (Vice
Chair), Sylvia French, Marian Girvan, and Bill Sears.
The two-year terms of Malcolm, Marian, Neil, and Bill expire as of this year’s annual meeting
at which point they can no longer be re-elected under our bylaws. Sylvia is midway through
her second two-year term. Our bylaws indicate that council should have six members.
Thus, we need to elect at least four or five new council members this year. If you are is
interested in joining this governing body and helping guide our church as we move ahead,
please consider letting your name stand for nomination. If interested, please let any member
of Council, Teri or Helen know.
While not sitting on council, a couple of the outgoing council members who just happen to
have some accounting background have agreed to be part of a rebranded finance committee
(replacing what was once known as the stewardship committee which has not been active),
with a view to keeping your new council and all of us current. Our entire congregation and
committees are our stewardship committee. This should help the new council in being able to
track our finances and alleviate some burden for them.
Your outgoing council that has basically been unchanged for four years is especially proud of
the steps that were take over our time in office to reduce costs and bring about financial
stability which is where we are today.
Blessings from your Council and with God's blessing,
may we all continue to move forward positively.
Malcolm Barr (Chair),
Neil Lunty (Vice Chair),
Sylvia French,
Marian Girvan,
Bill Sears

Camrose United Church Annual Report 2021
6

Trustee’s Annual Report
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Annual Clergy Report
\

Here we are again. It is time to look back at the year we have travelled together in faith and
marvel at what we have done.
We did not expect that we would still be dealing with COVID. But we were and we are. It is not
done with us yet.
We are resilient people. Through this journey we have changed, turned and twirled around as we
considered how we could connect with each other, support each other and love each other
through these very uncertain times.
We are, like all of our neighbours, so very tired of the restrictions we are living even though it is
to keep each other safe.
We moved through the beginning of the year still figuring out how to do the work of the church
through our committees etc. Well done to all of our committee members who joined the Zoom
world so that they could be part of the adventure. Some Committees found ways to be in-person.
There was a feeling of gratitude that we could begin ‘churching’ again, even if it was limited.
Our fundraisers didn’t happen again this year – another COVID casualty. We look forward to
being able to see each other at events next year. We are so blessed to have members who
continued to donate to the church and so blessed to have financially skilled members who found
Government Grants to help us through this time and kept us on track.
We began offering in-person worship in the summer outside on the lawn. It was so good to see
each other again. In September we began to worship in the Sanctuary again. Thank you to
everyone who has come and continue to support each other with mask wearing and spacing.
These are very tangible ways of saying that we care for each other.
We re-introduced Coffee Time after Worship in December, but rapidly rising COVID numbers
meant that we are pausing that and Communion for safety reasons. Both of these important
pieces for our community will be back when the time is right. Our Christmas Eve worship was
slightly re-arranged to adapt to COVID realities, but it was so wonderful to be able to have
people attend that worship in our Sanctuary.
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The now Monthly Top Sacred Newsletter (TSN) has kept us up-to-date and we are enjoying
the stories that it helps us tell and remember.
There are many people of our community who are looking out for each other, who are
longing to be able to connect again. Our Council and Committees have worked so diligently
to hold the light of faith alive for us through these times. I am grateful for their dedication and
commitment.
I am grateful for a staff team that has adapted and changed, consulted and compromised,
supported and worked together throughout this year.
As we say goodbye to 2021 and hello to the upcoming adventures in 2022, I invite us to
remember that we are on this journey together.
God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.
Helen
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Music Minister’s Annual
Report

It has certainly been another challenging year for all of us, and things still do not look like what
we used to consider normal.
EmBellish was able to ring a reasonable amount in 2021, all things considered. A few of us
rang for some recording around Easter. Then we had a few weeks outdoors during the
summer, and were able to ring September through December. This included a couple of miniconcerts of Christmas music, and the opportunity to ring for those living at Seasons. A few of
us also rang for one of the Christmas Eve services.
Choir has been a different story. A small number of choir folks gathered weekly September
through December just to sing a little together, mostly singing out of our hymnbooks. Besides
some members not ready to come back to singing yet, we have a number of our singers
dealing with health issues of various kinds; our thoughts and prayers are with them. Once we
restart choir singing (don’t know when at this point), anyone is welcome to join us.
We did have a few outdoor worship services during the summer. It was a nice way to start
back up, though it meant sometimes dealing with traffic noise, poor weather or smoky
air. September saw us move in-doors. We have continued to provide service videos as well,
available through on our website, Facebook page or YouTube page.
My thanks to all of you who have helped with music and the service videos, including all the
dedicated readers as well as candle lighters during Advent and Christmas. This has often
involved recording for the videos as well as participating Sunday morning.
I am grateful for all your many words of encouragement as well.
Thanks, of course, also to our wonderful staff, Helen, Teri and Jack, and our Church Council
and committee members. And I also need to say how wonderful it is to have Joy-Anne help
with so much of the music.

With whatever comes our way over this next year, may God be with us.

Darryl Dewalt
•
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Committeee Reports
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Envelope Secretary Report
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Membership Team Annual
Report

Membership Committee Annual Report Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2021
Historic
Statistical
Report:
As
COVIDRoll
continued
to direct
the activities of our church over the past year, the
TotalCommittee
Full Members
on the Historic
Roll
Membership
tookrecorded
the opportunity
to finalize
work on367
documenting
Baptisms
5
processes,
policies and procedures as well as working on the accuracy
of our
Transferred
in by
Certificate
or accomplished
Profession of Faith
membership
roles and
lists.
Things we
included:7
Transferred out
3
Deaths (Full
12 the Historic Roll
• comparison
ofMember)
the information on Servant Keeper Lists with
Change
of
Status
to
*Inactive
91
to identify information gaps and errors.
*formerly known as “removed by act of session”
• a review of the difference between the Servant Keeper Lists and the Historic
Roll to ensure a common understanding of the purpose and uses for each
Committee
Members:
database.
ie:
Janet
Berry
o The
Historic roll is the official record of all people who have ever been
Brenda
Mucz
a full member at Camrose United Church and is mandated by the
Carol United
Barr (chair)
Church of Canada
The
Committee
is sad
to learn that
Deb TroutUnited
is resigning
o Membership
Servant Keeper
is software
purchased
by Camrose
Church to
from the Committee
effective
January
of
2022.We
want
to
express
our
keep track of a wide variety of information about our Full Members,
appreciationAdherents
for all the work
she did
for our
committee.
and their
families.
The
software Thanks,
has beenDeb
adapted and
configured to meet the needs of our staff and committees for lists and
Respectfullydata
Submitted,
about church activities.
Carol Barr, Chair
• work with other committees (Finance, Communications and Pastoral Care) to
continue refining the Servant Keeper Manual that documents the Camrose
United processes for using the Servant Keeper data base.
•

development of a policy and procedure for Baptism

•

review and update of our Newcomer Welcome Process

•

coordination of subscription renewals for Broadview Magazine
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In Memorium

January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021
Alita Giles

February 9, 2021

Mary Niewchas

February 11, 2021

Mary DeBoon

February 12, 2021

Donald Sharkey

February 18, 2021*

Victor Luckwell

March 29, 2021*

Gordon Giles

April 18, 2021

Marvin Rhyason

May 8, 2021

Evelyn Cleveland

May 9, 2021*

Rhoda Crawford

May 12, 2021*

Lorraine Glidden

July 23, 2021

Catherine Dobbie

July 25, 2021*

Elsie Snider

August 31, 2021*

Garry Gibson

October 21, 2021*

Olga Steier

October 27, 2021

Donald Pierson

October 29, 2021

Myrna Lehr

November 2, 2021*

Peter Daintith

November 5, 2021

Marilyn McLaren

November 9, 2021*

Hilda Anderson

November 29, 2021

Margaret Pho

December 7, 2021*

Raymond Pottage

December 24, 2021

Denotes Full Member *
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Media Team Annual Report

Dear fellow Camrose United Church friends,
This past year, 2021, some of us have actually seen each other again, but at a safe
distance, due to the COVID-19 pandemic times. We hope you are still doing fine. We
want you to catch up with what the Media Team has been up too.
The Media Team has changed our ways. Instead of producing four issues of the Top
Sacred News, we tried to update you every month to keep everyone posted on the
challenges and changes that we encountered along the way. This annual report allows
us an opportunity to share our progress
Although volunteers on the Media Team met on Zoom for a few months, we continue to
meet (sometimes in person and others by Zoom) for inspiring planning sessions the
second Tuesday of the month. That's when the Media Team formulates new strategies.
Our philosophy on the Media Team has been tweaked a bit as we strive for the ultimate
goal of improving our place of worship. The Media Team at the Camrose United Church
still dares to have the most fun every year, even though our festive suppers have been
postponed.
The year challenged us to communicate better and more often. It is a trend that we
would like to continue. The Media Team strongly believes in connection. We entice the
congregation and community to become informed about what Camrose United Church
has to offer to live out its Mission and Vision. We spread good cheer through a variety of
media; newsletters, bulletin boards, the Annual Report, a Handbook for Newcomers,
advertising our local newspaper, social media and church website. Now more than ever,
we urge you to keep everyone informed on church news by supplying us with
information and stories that we can share with others.
Our plan for success in 2022
➢ 10 Issues of the Top Sacred News. Each newsletter is filled with well thought
material and it is posted on the web to maximize distribution, as well as reduce
our environmental footprint. We have stories that you can view each quarter.
➢ 2 Events Ads to spread the news to a larger community, with more opportunities
to learn about what is happening at Camrose United. The community is always
welcomed in our celebrations.
➢ 1 updated Welcome Handbook that makes newcomers to our crowd feel
familiar with our championship team.
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You Can Help Us!
We encourage you to assist us in spreading the good news by submitting your stories
and pictures to us about your church projects. Plans for 2022 are to share new ideas to
promote the Camrose United Church, so watch the opportunities develop and
participate with us.
Communicating the life and work of Camrose United Church is a very large undertaking.
Thank you, to our Church Council, Committees, UCW, and Special Project Teams for
your great articles. Thanks go out to all members for sharing stories and pictures with
us. It is through everyone's efforts that Camrose United Church programs and events
are reported to the congregation and greater community.
With the costs of mailing continuing to rise, we ask that you submit your email address
to receive the Top Sacred News. We'll still send it to you, however, if you'd rather get it
by mail and you can help us pay for postage—that would be wonderful!
Team members are: Marian Girvan, Sylvia French, Alex Oliver, Murray Green and exofficio, Reverend Helen Reed. Each team member has a primary leadership role in
contributing to the success of our team.
We are seeking a future lead to be on the Media Team as fresh ideas are always
welcome. Experience is not necessary (cooking skills are an asset when restrictions
have been lifted). We will be happy to welcome you! Ask us for more details on how you
can join us this year. Write soon!
Yours truly,
The Media Team
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Ministry and Personnel Annual
Report

This has been another trying and frustrating year for our church community, especially for
our staff members, who continue the mission of Camrose United Church.
Much of the last year involved a closed building and online services.
There were moments of joy, such as the Commissioning Service for our Minister Helen
Reed and celebrating Christmas Eve in person.
Throughout it all, our staff has continued to “Celebrate and share God’s love.”
Jack Kamphorst weathered a broken limb diligently painting the church interior.
Darryl DeWalt has ensured our services were available in an incredibly professional
manner, in a way that has benefited us all.
Teri Sikstrom continued to run our front office in her usual capable and caring manner.
Helen Reed carried out her pastoral duties under the most unusual circumstances, both
professionally and personally.
As they have worked together as a team, our staff is to be commended in fulfilling their
duties with grace and devotion.
As a committee we met several times in person and on zoom. We especially are grateful
to Darlene Pierson who chaired us this year until her leave of absence this fall in order to
care for her husband. We continue to carry out our mandate, looking for new members
and hoping the next year gives us a little more of our normal lives back

Committee Members:
Sharilyn Cook, Adele Gunderson, Pat Stetar, Darlene Pierson
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Worship

WORSHIP and SACRAMENTS COMMITTEE 2021
Committee members: Julie Smith, Lilyon Lunty, Dee White, Kay Steblyk
Ex-officio members: Darryl Dewalt, Helen Reed
It is the mandate of the Worship Committee to ensure that worship services fulfil the
needs and spiritual aspirations of our diversified congregation:
The Committee met in person only three times again this year - August 25th, October
6th and November 17th. The Church was in required pandemic lockdown for part of the
year. Restrictions were eased somewhat during the summer and in person Worship
services were held outdoors - weather permitting in July and August. Indoor Worship
services resumed on September 12th followed by a lunch provided by the UCW. In
person services continued for the rest of 2021.
Online worship continued to be available for those not able or not comfortable with the
in-person services. The production of these services was mainly performed by Darryl,
with Helen providing the message. Darryl continues to facilitate production of the
service and provides the excellent and much-appreciated music leadership. Prior to
opening for in-person worship, there were 50 to 75 views (and occasionally 90+ views)
of this service weekly. Since the onset of in-person worship there were approximately
25 to 30 views online and 35 to 50 persons in actual attendance. It must be noted that
masks are required at all times when in the Church and adequate spacing must be
maintained.
A covenanting service for Helen was held on September 26 th.
In addition to the regular weekly services, Helen provided an on-line communion service
using Zoom on the 1st Sunday of each month. Inservice communion resumed in
October - using individual servings of a grape and bread as elements. Christmas Eve
was celebrated with two in-person candle-light services, communion (only online) and
special music.
Online services have included lectors, candle-lighters and music leadership from
congregation members and others. These persons have volunteered to help with
services.
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In-person Worship has seen the implementation of “hosts” - a greeter/usher
position. Stoles were provided to the hosts to help congregation members identify
these volunteers. Thank you to Julie for creating these stoles.
During Advent, the UCW agreed to be hosts at a coffee time following in-person
Worship. Proof of vaccinations is required for all persons attending coffee time.
Hopefully this fellowship will continue. Pandemic restrictions and Council direction will
dictate when coffee time will be allowed.
Sanctuary decorating resumed at its normal scale this year. Helen created an
Indigenous recognition site which has remained in the Sanctuary since the Spring. Julie
and Lilyon created new paraments for “ordinary time”. Julie provided decoration for
Thanksgiving. A new Christmas tree was purchased for the Sanctuary. Julie decorated
this, with Lilyon, Dee, Darryl, Jack and Kay completing the Christmas Sanctuary
decorating. Photos of these decorations enhanced the on-line services.
In addition to his musical talents, we acknowledge Darryl’s much needed assistance
creating and updating the Camrose United Church website, and his considerable
computer skills required to provide the excellent online services we are privileged and
blessed to view.
.
We are grateful for the leadership, guidance and support of our ministerial team and
church staff in 2021: Helen Reed, Darryl Dewalt, Teri Sikstrom and Jack Kamphorst.
Alternative Worship Service - Sacred Pause
We are in our sixth year of Sacred Pause, a short lay-led, candlelight, contemplative
service consisting of several assorted readings (from Iona, Rumi and other spiritual
sources) along with silence and short songs. Since the pandemic lockdown the
actual service has also been suspended, but Kyla Sawden provides a virtual edition by
monthly e-mail including spiritual readings and supporting musical recordings.
Respectfully submitted: Kay Steblyk
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Pastoral Care Annual
Report 2021

The Pastoral Care Committee has continued to meet in person or on Zoom during this second
Covid year. We unfortunately cannot visit in person but we do phone or send notes or cards to
the congregants in lodges and long-term care centers including Rosealta, Deer Meadows,
Louise Jensen Center, Rosehaven, Bethany Meadows and Seasons. Hospital visiting has not
been allowed but cards are sent as requested by family or friends.
Many thanks to Doreen Walline who continues to contact those who are bereaved in our
congregation when she is aware of the loss. The booklets she sends on behalf of the
congregation are comforting to many. Doreen also phones many with comforting and
understanding.
The prayer shawl ministry is a form of comfort provided by our members. Many skilled hands
have made shawls to be delivered by our committee to congregants and others.
Thank you to all those willing hands. To continue this ministry we appreciate the help of all in
knowing where these shawls would be welcomed as caring support.
Our Card Ministry is an outreach program that continues thanks to Marg Prestage who sends
cards appropriate to the occasion. Cards of congratulations, good wishes, get well or
sympathy are sent on behalf of the congregation.
Please help with this by letting Marg or a committee member know of anyone that could be a
recipient.
Many thanks to the Media Committee for keeping us connected through stories and reports
about the ongoing church activities. This publication has been the adhesive for our
congregation. Although they may not call themselves Pastoral Care, they are front and center
in giving us all the assurance of belonging to a vibrant church.

Minister Helen Reed gives direction and encouragement to our committee as we endeavor to
carry out our carrying ministry.
Our committee members: Colleen Nelson, Penny Sawchyn, Doreen Walline, Jan Edwards,
Dave Edwards, Ray Johnson, Marg Brown, and Kaye Rud [Chair].
Please contact our committee if a need arises that we can address. [ The grapevine and
communication links are sometimes lacking or slow.]

Submitted by Kaye Rud
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Property Committee Annual
Report

Mission statement: The purpose of the Property Committee is to support the faith
community through planning for and maintenance of the church building and its contents.
Members: Jack Kamphorst (Facility Manager), Bonnie Oliver (UCW, Leon Lohner (Trustees),
Don Macleod, Irena Kully-Thiessen, Cathy Kennedy (Secretary)
(Currently we share the duties of chairperson among the committee members. We would
welcome to our committee anyone who is interested in assisting with making decisions about
maintenance of our building.)
Rentals: Our building has really become a Community space as our building continues to be
the home for several non-church organizations. Phoenix Productions continues to the upper
level of the CE wing, Guides, Brownies and Sparks meet in the upper parlour and lower hall,
the ChurchMice drama group rehearses in the large hall, Camrose Children’s Choirs rehearse
in the Sanctuary, an Islamic group meets for weekly gatherings in the Lower Hall, Yoga
classes occur regularly, as do private singing lessons.
When COVID-19 restrictions prohibited group meetings, we waived the rent for the
months our space was not used.
Due to changes in Insurance regulations, one-time church renters now must provide a
certificate of insurance that will protect the church.
Beginning in June, Irena Kully-Thiessen volunteered to be the Property Committee
contact person for the Office Administrator when questions arise not covered by the current
contract agreements. Irena will also be responsible for annually negotiating fees with repeated
use renters.
Major Projects:
-In January the Property Committee approved the new Property Committee Mandate
document. Also we reviewed and revised the document entitled “ Guidelines for Shared Use
of the Church’s Facilities” .
-The 2017 rental brochure that is distributed to church facility renters was revised to
reflect the revisions in the “Shared Use” document.
-The basement windows in the 1926 building were upgraded, along with any main floor
windows that had not been previously upgraded. Thanks to Jack Kamphorst who researched,
cut, installed and sealed Lexan panels on each of the windows, and refurbished the original
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basement storm windows, installing them over the Lexan panels to keep the historic
appearance of the building.
-Again, thanks to Jack, with a little assistance from a commercial painter on the main
entry, much of the building received a fresh coat of paint during the months when COVID
forced cancellation of most activities in the building.

Other Projects:
-When a 65 year old irreplaceable motor circulating heat in the North entrance quit
working, Jack Kamphorst created a new system at minimal cost.
- We discussed and gave input to the special committee working on outdoor signage
updates.
-We reviewed a free energy audit report done by Newo Global Energy and arranged for
upgrades to be done on the north stage door and choir door to reduce heat loss (and keep
mice out!)
-Hired Bruce Liang to do spring lawn maintenance when Jack was off work due to
injury.
- Removed the old unsightly cedar south of the main entrance, thanks to Jack
Kamphorst and Don Macleod, and replaced it with a new one.
-Arranged for the stair lift chair to be reupholstered.
-Purchased a CO2 detector to monitor the ventilation system in the building, resulting
in the decision that it was time to look into methods and costs of upgrading the system.
Projects planned for 2022:
We are working on upgrading the ventilation system for the building. There is currently
approximately $43,000 in the Memorial Upkeep Fund. Malcolm Barr is investigating any grant
money might be available to us for this project.
Respectfully Submitted,
Cathy Kennedy
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Social Concerns Annual Report

Defining Statement
The committee is to bring to the attention of the congregation and community at large various
social issues and concerns that are important to the congregation, community and church as a
whole. Social Concerns include issues of justice, equity, peace and the environment.
Our work as a committee this year was, of course, curtailed by living through the continuation of
the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic, but we have managed to continue to meet virtually or in person, and
also to engage in a few of our regular pursuits in spite of the many challenges.
We continue to highlight issues of justice, inclusion, equity, and the environment through our
bulletin board, and occasional banners on the exterior of the church. We also continued to
highlight the United Church of Canada resources and work through “Minute for Mission” readings
that were included in worship on a regular basis.
We are proud of our congregation’s contributions to the M&S fund this past year. Our goal was to
raise $36,000 for the national organization and the congregation raised $34,787.50. With the
UCW contribution of $1,615.00 this brought our total to $36,402.50. We surpassed our goal!
Thank you very much for your generosity and hard work to make this happen.
In February, TSN helped us communicate the importance of mental health. In March, we took to
Zoom to celebrate our anniversary as an Affirming Congregation, sharing colourful cupcakes and
some fun! April saw us marking Earth Day with a shared zoom after our annual litter pickup,
where we could eat our own soup, and discuss what “treasures” we had found.
Our Garden was planted in May, and tended by many volunteers throughout the summer months.
We “earned” less than a usual year due to the many restrictions on gatherings, but we did
manage to contribute both money and food to NeighborAid’s Food Bank.
As well on May 5, a red piece of fabric was hung from our front tree to honour Red Dress Day, in
memory of the lives of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, and as a statement of solidarity
for change in our society.
In September, in addition to coming back to in-person worship (yay!), and selling produce at a
mini harvest sale, we set up a bright orange banner over the church doors to mark September 30,
the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation (Orange Shirt Day).
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An ongoing project though the past year has been to create a memorial wall on the exterior or our
church just south of the meditative garden (the north side of our front entry). Plans are underway
for a beautiful brushed aluminum base plaque, on which individual plaques with names and brief
messages can be attached. We are expecting that families might wish to honour members whose
lives were intertwined with our congregation in any number of ways. More information about this
project, and how to participate, coming soon in an upcoming edition of TSN…
Speaking of signage: In collaboration with members of Media and Property, we obtained a
beautiful new sign for our street frontage this summer, with room for some extra lettering that can
change as needed. Plans for an electronic sign for our main entrance were not successful: an
electronic sign does not comply with the City’s heritage requirements for Main Street, given the
age of our building. Members of this ad-hoc group will continue to consider how best to
communicate with our neighbours and passers-by.
Respectfully Submitted
Joy-Anne Murphy

The Children and Youth MInistry Program has certainly been challenged by the effects of COVID.
We have done our best to continue to connect with the children of our faith community, but
restrictions and caution have certainly changed how this has been accomplished. We know that
this has been a trying time for parents we hold our families in prayer for health and wellbeing.
For the first part of the year, we continued to offer small videos of children's worship. We offered
"Spirit Packs" of scripture and craft supplies.
Interest and time for these items slowed down.
We moved to offer Spirit Packs as electronic versions.
We offered children opportunities to join in reading for worship services, and some craft
challenges.
Joy-Anne Murphy began her training as a Godly Play story teller and will continue that in 2022.
Joy-Anne and Casey will now be able to partner in offering us new ways of exploring the
scriptures.
We move into 2022 looking for new ways to be God's story tellers with the children of our
community.
Casey Reed.
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Group Reports Report 2020

UCW Report

UCW Financials

Risky Ribs

Men’s Lunch Group

Right Relations Book Club

Bar Harbour Camp
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UCW Report

UCW did not meet regularly in 2021; however, we feel we have had a successful year.
Bonnie and Alex Oliver held their annual coffee and garden party after missing 2020. Twenty
ladies, including our new minister, Helen, attended the 16th annual party. Spacing was
provided around the yard; and the members were so happy to see one another.
We missed pie days, Saleabration, and our Christmas Tea and Bake Sale; but because our
Virtual Tea of 2020 was so successful, we planned another one which netted $2,082.21. The
Sharing Tree was covered with tea bags and tea boxes; and tea bags were sent out to
everyone with “Top Sacred News”.
A new slate of officers was chosen; and the installation will occur in February. The new
Camrose United Church Women will meet the first Thursday of each month at 1:30pm.
We recognized three faithful members, Jan Edwards, Doris Hirsch, and Doreen Walline since
they have stepped down from their positions.
We will keep you posted for our events for 2022.

By Bonnie Oliver
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United Church Women
Financial Report

December 1, 2020, to November 30, 2021

Income

Amount

Funeral Lunches

300.00

Fund Raisers

30.00

Social functions

20.00

Unit Giving

2000.00

Donations

639.06

Thank Offering

2170.00

Total Income

5159.06

Expenses

Amount

Funeral lunches

175.76

Social functions

107.11

Bank charges
Camrose United Church –

30.00
3500.00

M & S fund
Camrose United Church –
operations

2000.00

Other church projects

1700.00

Total Expenses

7512.87
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Cash Reconciliation
Bank Book Balance Dec 1, /20

$3091.13

Income Dec 1,20 – Nov 30,21

5159.06

Paid out Dec 1/20 – Nov 30/21

7512.87

Record Book balance Nov 30/21

$737.32

Bank Reconciliation
BMO’s Statement – Nov 30/20

$ 737.32

Plus, o/s Deposits
Minus o/s cheques
Record Book Balance
Balance

737.32
00
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Risky Ribs Annual Report

Risky Ribs Report 2022
This is the second year that Risky Ribs has had to be postponed because the Covid19 pandemic.
The current committee that was in place two years ago consists of Alex Oliver, Leon
Lohner, Jack Kamphorst, Theo Thirsk, Wayne Lowther, Allen Kennedy, Brendan
Lunty, Jerome Stetar, and Roy Cunningham.
It is our hope that we will be able to continue with this very important community
event as a profitable fund raiser.
The committee is in need of new members because several of the existing members
are not able to carry on the responsibilities associated with the preparations and
operations of the supper itself.
Financially, the committee is sitting at $8,125.65. The committee will make a decision
as to the distribution of these funds when the time is appropriate.
Submitted by Alex Oliver
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The Men Who Meet for Lunch on Mondays

There are a group of men who meet for lunch on Mondays
in the Lower Parlour of the Church from Noon to 1 p.m..
This 'bring your own lunch' gathering is an unstructured time of conversation and
good company.
We did not meet for most of 2021 due to COVID restrictions
but began again in September, observing masking, spacing and REP protocols and
are grateful to be in each other's company again.
New Friends are always welcome.
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Camrose Right Relations Book Club

Camrose Right Relations Book Club’s Facebook group was created to help members stay in
touch while we’re unable to meet in person. We’ve grown to 26 members, from Camrose, other
parts of Alberta, Ontario and Maine, and include Indigenous and non-Indigenous members.
Members have shared thoughts about books we’ve read, including Thomas King’s Back of the
Turtle (a moving and hilarious story of a West Coast community living with an ecological
disaster), Michelle Good’s Five Little Indians (a powerful novel about the lives of five survivors
of a residential school after they’ve left the school), I Sang You Down from the Stars by Tasha
Spillett-Sumner (about a Cree mother preparing for her child), and Chief John Snow’s These
Mountains Are our Sacred Places (about the history of the Stoney Nakoda First Nation in
southern Alberta, the legacy of Canadian colonialism, and the relationship of land, spirituality,
and a people’s identity).
We’ve heard about Phyllis Webstad and the origins of Orange Shirt Day, the life of Big Bear
who is a significant figure in western Canadian history, and what’s happening in the aftermath
of the discovery of missing children’s graves at the Kamloops Residential School. Some have
posted about movies such as Gord Downie’s The Secret Path, Spirit Bear and Children Make
Canadian History, and Becoming Nakuset.
Some of us followed the links and took in "Decolonization and Indigenizing Education," a series
of on-line lectures at the University of Manitoba. Others participated in an on-line workshop on
the seven key spiritual teachings of First Nations, led by Tony Snow, Indigenous Minister of the
Chinook Winds Regional Council of the United Church of Canada.
The group has been invited to visit the Bodo Archaeological Site and Centre near Provost.
There, Indigenous peoples and their ancestors gathered annually, for about 5000 years (until
European settlement), to hunt buffalo and trade a variety of goods.
In August, I was privileged to have a guided tour of the dig itself, of a spot where it’s still
possible to find fragments of bison bones, and of the interpretive centre with its large display of
bison skulls, pots, and hunting tools.
I became aware that Indigenous peoples and cultures are deeply rooted on the prairies and
have a rich history. I’m hoping that, when it’s safe to travel together, the Book Club will visit
BASC.
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At the heart of the group is our commitment to listen to Indigenous voices through books and in
other ways online and, when it will be safe to do so again, in-person. Some of us are reading
Moon of the Crusted Snow by Anishinaabe writer, Waubgeshig Rice (a page-turning thriller set
in a northern Ontario community in which survival will depend on recovering traditional
Indigenous ways).
You are welcome to join us!
--Alan Richards
For more information, you may contact Alex Oliver or me (alanwk.richards@gmail.com). Or,
from your Facebook page, search for Camrose Right Relations Book Club. See you there!
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Bar Harbour Camp

2021 was a COVID continuation. As with the rest world we seemed to live in a whirlwind of
changes rules and regulations to help keep the world and all of its people safe. Changing group
regulations meant that renters cancelled because they couldn’t do their gathering safely.
Some site improvement work was done to provide individual camp sites that we hope will help
us supplement our income. We will be offering books for those sites early in 2022.
The water plant managed to freeze and pipes burst. While the cost was covered by Insurance it
took an immense amount to time to fix.
We were able to pull together 2 weeks of Summer Camp. This was very last-minute decision
and not in our original plans at all. We are very grateful for those who came as staff for that
short time and provided a great camp for 100 Campers. We were meticulous in following the
Provincial Guidelines and certainly learned a lot through this experience.
We took advantage of some Government grants/loans to help us through this most trying time.
Even though we didn’t have renters or a large summer programs, utilities etc., still have to be
paid.
As we move toward 2022, we are planning for four weeks of Summer Camp and have already
received bookings for group rentals. Dates for Summer Camps were released by the end of
January.
Our Annual Meeting was held on February 7th. Our Board is looking for new faces and voices
to help us into this next season.
Thank you for your continued support of our camp.
We are proud to continue a tradition of faith based laughter for children.

Bar Harbour Camp. Box 1645, Stettler, Alberta, T0C 2L0
Email: info@barharbourcamp.com Website: www.barharbourcamp.com
Facebook: Bar Harbour Camp Phones: 403-742-4887(Seasonal) 403-664-9266(Secretary)
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Committee Members 2021

Property

Church Council
Barr
Lunty
Girvan
Sears
French
Jacobsen
Counters Group
Thirsk
Rudosky
Rawson
Gabert
MacLeod
Fischer
Christian Formation
Reed

Malcolm
Neil
Marian
Bill
Sylvia
Darlene
Margo
Elsie
Carol
Faith
Don
Dixie
Casey

Funeral Lunch Coordinators
Walline
Doreen
Doreen
Martens
Jean
Legacy Gifts
Barr
Malcolm
Cunningham
Roy
Heyhurst
Alan
Kitchen Support
MacLeod
Arlene
Johansen
Shirley
Media & Communications
Girvan
Marian
Green
Murray
French
Sylvia
Oliver
Alex
Membership
Barr
Carol
Klutz
Donna
Mucz
Brenda
Trout
Deb
Pastoral Care
Edwards
Dave
Walline
Doreen
Rudd
Kaye
Brown
Marg
Sawchyn
Penny
Johnson
Ray
Edwards
Jan
Nelson
Colleen

Oliver
Kennedy
Kamphorst
McLeod
Kully-Thiessen
Lohner
Social Concerns
Oliver
Mucz
Murphy
Nelson
Stewardship
Pierson
Stetar
MacPherson
Trustees
Stewardson
Martens
Mayer
Lohner
Lowther
Andreassen
UCW
Stewart
Edwards
Walline
Oliver
Calhoun
Steiger
Hunter
Fleming
Ministry & Personnel
Pierson
Stetar
Gunderson
Cook
Worship & Sacrements
Steblyk
Smith
Gaede
Dewalt
Lunty
White

Bonnie
Cathy
Jack
Don
Irena
Leon
Alex
Michael
Joy-Anne
Brian

Darlene
Pat
Monica
Bob
Jean
James
Leon
Wayne
Cathy

Donna
Jan
Doreen
Bonnie
Leona
Joyce
Eileen
Alberta
Darlene
Pat
Adele
Sheralyn
Kay
Julie
Margery
Darryl
Lilyon
Dee
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Budget
PROPOSED BUDGET - SUMMARY-OPERATING
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2022
ACTUAL
ACTUAL
2020
2021

2022
BUDGET

REVENUE
Local Offerings
Weddings & funerals
Rentals & Building Use
Miscellaneous
Broadview recovery
Total Operating Revenue

292,335
2,900
17,595
408
805
314,043

267,622
7,010
11,550
982
700
287,864

265,000
0
18,000
1,200
0
284,200

Administration
Building Expense
Committee Expense
Maintenance Salary
Professional Salary
Music Minister Salary
Youth and Other

67,446
71,971
4,674
52,325
54,186
50,835
350
301,787

65,785
38,433
4,297
54,574
82,651
55,556
496
301,792

61,463
41,400
5,900
54,879
84,803
54,607
500
303,552

12,256

-13,928

-19,352

49,152
4,200
0
53,352

31,884
0
13,201
20,000
65,085

0

65,608

51,157

-19,352

2022
$10,217.00
$1,888.00
$5.00
$12,110.00

2021
$10,647.00
$1,888.00
$5.00
$12,540.00

EXPENSES

Net Income (Loss) before the following
EXTRAORDINARY REVENUES
CEWS Wage recovery
COVID Rent Subsidy
United Church Restorative Care Plan
CEBA Loan Forgivable Portion

EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENDITUES
Local offerings include PAR as below:
PAR commencing January

Operating
M&S
Memorial

Monthly PAR contributions
For Complete breakdown see workbook
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Additional Information

1. The Reports for 2021 are available in three separate packages:
a. Annual Reports & budget
b. Financial Report for 2021.
c. Supplemental Workbook: Agenda’s, Bylaw changes, Projects
.
Paper copies of all of these packages are available in the Church Foyer as of
February 18th. Copies are also emailed to members as we are able.
2. This year we are holding two meetings:
a. March 6th Financial Information Meeting.
This is an opportunity for questions and clarification. There are projects
that are being proposed this year that may need discussion.
b. April 3rd. Annual Meeting
i. We will first accept the reports for the 2020 year, which we were
unable to do because of COVID gathering restrictions.
ii. We will then review the reports for the 2021 year, make financial
decisions and elect a new Council.
3. If, as you read through the reports, you find you need more information you are
encouraged to contact us before the meeting. That way we can ensure that we
have the information you need.
-You can contact:
Helen Reed, Minister at the office 780-672-2176 email:
helen.reed9266@gmail.com
Malcolm Barr, Chair of Council 780-672-7428 email: md_barr@telus.net
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